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A City Wide Resurrection Celebration Defense Superstar
lohnnie Cochran
Presented By The Without Walls
Dead At 67----------International Church--------------------- Client
list included O.J. Simpson,
Michael Jackson

Treasury Secretary John Snow, who is also chairman
of the board of trustees for Social Security and
Medicare, center, speaks during a press conference at
the Treasury Department as Labor Secretary Elaine
. Chao, right, and Secretary of Health and Human
Services Mike Leavitt, left, look on. during a press
conference last Wednesday in Washington. Trustees
also said that Medicare, the giant health care pro
gram for the elderly and disabled, faces insolvency
2020.

in

AP Photo/Charles Dharapak

by Linda Young
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG Several things happened
last week to re-focus my
attention on the growing
trend toward President
Bush’s goal of an "owner
ship" society, especially
when it comes to health

his fingers painfully swol
len, he had to cancel some
of his work plans and if he
had insurance, he would
seek more medical care
from a physician for his
injury.
Even individuals with
insurance find that it may
not cover enough of the

care and health insurance.

medical bills. The conse

A friend called with

quence is that "almost one

news he had smashed two in five Americans reported
of his fingers in a garage postponing seeking med
door the day before. He ical care," according to
said he had been to a clinic Families USA.
Of course, the problem
where he was reassured
that he probably didn’t is worse if you don’t have
health insurance to begin
need x-rays.
That was a good thing . with. In that regard, my
top, because when it comes friend is not alone.
Last week, the Centers
to health care, my friend
owns his. He only gets
what he eah pay for out of Insurance
pocket that day. But with continued on pg. 4
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Instrumentalist and producer Ered Hammond
brought the crowd to its feet with his upbeat rendi
tion of "He Lives."
by Rick Gee
and Josh Turner. This
Challenger correspondent
extravaganza which was
Without Walls Inter- free to all and staged at the
national Church opened its St. Pete Times Forum,
doors to its members and to began Easter Sunday momthe general public on beau- ing at 9 a.m.
tiful Easter Sunday, March
There was a hustle and
27. The hosts for this bustle going on at the St.
Easter, spectacular of music Pete Times Forum. "Happy
and drama entitled "A City Easter, God Bless" were
Wide Resurrection Cele- some of the many greetings
bration" were Pastors Ran- heard by this reporter. I
dy and Paula White. Fea- watched as thousands upon
tured performers were none, thousands of worshippers

ing ... as if everyone was
part of the same family,
After finding my excellent
seat (5th row center), I
looked around and noticed
five overhead giant television screens providing information about Pastors
Randy and Paula Whites’
ministries. Soon, band
members began to form on
stage and the more than 80
members of the choir began
to assemble into their own

other than the fabulous and
popular Patti LaBelle, Lor-

filed into the indoor stadium, mannerly, friendly and

separate musical units.
Members of the audience

Celebration

etta Lynn-, Fred Hammond

polite, no pushing or shov-

began to settle down m

continued on pg. 11

Grand Ole Opry singer Josh Timer was also a guest
performer.
photos by Radko Keleman

anticipation of a great
gospel explosion.
The first song that the
choir sung was "Praise
Him." As I looked around
the arena, the audience was
on their feet, clapping,
swaying to the music.
Smiles were on a multitude
of colored faces, black,
white, yellow and brown,
Their faces created a beautiful rainbow of love belonging to spirit-filled wor-

The Land Of Oz Where Old Friends
Meet-------------

Cochran represented Abner Louima, the Haitian
immigrant who in 1997 was brutalized with a broken
broomstick in a New York police station. Here,
Louima speaks to the thousands gathered at the
Lincoln Memorial for the "Redeem the Dream"
march on Washington in this Aug. 26,2000 file photo.
AP Photo/Ron Thomas

Attorney Johnnie Cochran Jr. holds onto O.J.
Simpson as the not guilty verdict is read in a Los
Angeles courtroom in this Oct. 3,1995 file
photo. During the trial, Cochran famously
remarked, “Remember these words: If it doesn't fit,
you must acquit.”
AP Photo/Pool, Myung J. Chun

The Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe’s Leon Pitts II
(Tin Man), Solomon Burton (Lion), Porter Anderson
III (Scarecrow), Teresa Stanley (Dorothy) star in the
classic tale of "The Wiz."
by Rick Gee .
able to present the wonder
Challenger correspondent
ful musical, "The Wiz." A
Last, Thursday evening, long time in coming, he
the Westcoast Black Thea mentioned that it had been
ter Troupe (WBTT) provid his desire for many years,
ed its patrons, fans and ac to bring the show to the
quaintances with an oppor community. His personal
tunity to visit with old thanks was extended to the
friends. Just a short dis WBTT Board of Directors,
tance away, across the Sky and sponsors who through
way Bridge, WBTT took tremendous support had
care of all the particulars allowed his desire to
for the meeting. They become a reality.
arranged the date, time, and
At the exact scheduled
the place. Thus, we met on time, we were at once, all
the evening of March 24, at together singing, crying,
applauding,
the Booker VPA, 3201 N. laughing,
Orange Avenue, Sarasota, whistling, and dancing to
Fla.; our meeting time was the musical sounds of a
swinging live instrumental
scheduled for 7:30 p.m.
The exciting evening quartet. Up on the giant
began with a few words stage, "Easing on Down the
from Nate Jacobs, the Road" was our main girl
WBTT’s very progressive Dorothy, showing off her
and enthusiastic artistic best friends Scarecrow, Tin
director. He expressed his Man, the Cowardly Lion,
great joy of finally being and let’s not forget her pre-

In 1978, director Sidney Lumet brought "The,Wiz"
to the big screen with a lavish production featuring
Diana Ross as Dorothy, Michael Jackson as the
Scarecrow, Nipsey Russell as the Tinman, and Ted
Ross, who reprised his Tony Award winning role as
the Lion.
cious pup, Toto. Here we formers, such as Jack
were, suddenly sitting in Haley, the Tin-Man, Bert
theater seats, seemingly in Lahr, the Cowardly Lion,
the middle of the Yellow Ray Bolger, the Scarecrow,
Brick Road in the Land of Margaret Hamilton, the
Oz, at least for that Wicked Witch, and Billie
Thursday evening.
Burke as Glinda the Good
It seems like only yes- Witch, the film itself has
terday, as a grammar also become a must-see
school student that I read classic.
for the first time, the wonFour of the major roles
derful and exciting tale by were played by Teresa
L. Frank Baum, "The Won- Stanley (Dorothy), Porter
derful Wizard of Oz." A Lee Anderson (Scarecrow),
must read American fairy Leon Pitts, II (Tin Man),
tale, beloved by both young and
Solomon Burton
and old, it is considered a (Cowardly Lion). A multi
classic of children’s litera-. talented singer and perture. I cannot begin to say former, Stanley has steadihow many times I have ly impressed the critics,
watched the film version, Her stage debut was at the
first in the theater and, now Players Theater, where she
and then on television, starred as Luttibelle in
Produced in 1939, the film "Purlie." She has toured
included a stellar cast head
ed by Judy Garland. Sup- Oz
ported by outstanding per-

continued on pg. 5

LOS ANGELES (AP)
- Johnnie L. Cochran, Jr.,
who became a legal superstar after helping clear O.J.
Simpson during a sensa
tional murder trial in which
he uttered the famous
quote, "If it doesn’t fit, you
must acquit," died Tues
day. He was 67.
Cochran died of a
brain tumor at his home in
Los Angeles, his family
said.
"Certainly, Johnnie’s
career will be noted as one
marked by celebrity cases
and clientele," the family
said in a statement. "But he
and his family were most
proud of the work he did
on behalf of those in the
community."
With his colorful suits
and ties, his gift for court
room oratory and a knack
for coining memorable
phrases, Cochran was a vi
vid addition to the pan
theon of great American
barristers.
Drama in the courtroom
His catchphrase in the
Simpson trial, "If it doesn’t
fit, you must acquit,"
would be quoted and paro
died for years. It derived
from a dramatic moment
during which Simpson
tried on a pair of blood
stained "murder gloves" to
show jurors they did not fit.
Some legal experts called it
the turning point in the
trial.
Soon after, jurors
found, the Hall of Fame

football star not guilty of
the 1994 slayings of his exwife, Nicole Brown Simp
son, and her friend Ronald
Goldman.
For Cochran, Simp
son’s acquittal was the
crowning achievement in a
career notable for victories,
often in cases with racial
themes. He was a black
man known for champi
oning the causes of black
defendants. Some of them,
like Simpson, were fa
mous, but more often than
not they were unknowns.
Celebrities, and
unknown clients
"The clients I’ve cared
about the most are the No
Js, the ones who nobody
knows," said Cochran, who
proudly displayed copies
in his office of the multimillion-dollar checks he
won for ordinary citizens
who said they were abused
by police.
"People in New York
and Los Angeles, especial
ly mothers in the AfricanAmerican community, are
more afraid of the police
injuring or killing their
children than they are of
muggers on the comer," he
once said.
By the time Simpson
called, the byword in the
black community for de
fendants facing serious
charges was: "Get John-

Cochran
continued on pg. 9
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out a form of memory.
To be without history
is to live without roots
or a past, with the

present having no real
foundation, and very
little meaning for the
future.

The Weekly Chal

lenger is committed to
featuring articles of all
ethnic culture for the

reading enjoyment of
both the young and old

generations.

Schiavo A GOP Loser With Black Evangelicals

(727) 896-2922

St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce

a territory, a village, a
district, or a nation. To
live without history is
likened to living with-

by Earl Ofari Hutchinson
BlackNews.com Columnist
A perturbed Mel Watt
bitterly protested being
called back from his Easter
holiday break to vote on the
Terri Schiavo case. The
North Carolina congress
man, and chair of the Con
gressional Black Caucus,
publicly demanded to know
"How many feeding tubes
have we withdrawn by our
indifference?" Watt, and
most of the other Caucus
members, voted against the
Schiavo Parental Release
Act that allows federal
courts to take over the brain
damaged woman's case.
Watt, and the other Caucus
members, opposition to the
bill was no surprise. They
are moderate Democrats,

conservative family groups,
■ it hasn't touched the same
nerve among black evangel
icals. They have been mute
in the raging debate over
Schiavo. Their silence is in
stark contrast to their vigi
lant, even outspoken, oppo
sition to abortion and gay
rights. Polls have consistent
ly shown that religious ori
ented blacks are more fer
vently opposed to abortion
and gay rights than whites,
even conservative whites.
That opposition is based in
part on biblical scripture,
and in part on their big fear
that court decisions that chip
away at individual rights,
and that includes the sancti
ty of life, pose a mortal
threat to the fragile, and
fractured black family struc
ture.
GOP strategists suc
cessfully exploited the rev
erence for life issue among
blacks during the past presi
dential election. Bush nearly

doubled the support he got
from black voters in 2004 in
the crucial battleground
state of Ohio. That helped
tip the White House to him.
Schiavo is a much
tougher sale for the GOP to
black evangelicals than
abortion or gay marriage.
Black evangelicals view the
killing of an unborn fetus as
a moral and ethical wrong
that flaunts the bible, and
traditional family and life
values. They likewise view,
gay marriage as an ungodly
defiance of law, custom; and
scripture that defines mar
riage as a sacred bond be
tween man and woman. Le
galizing gay marriage would
wreak even greater confu
sion and havoc on the disin
tegrating black family.
Civil liberties, and
women's groups denounce
this view as bigoted, narrow,
self-serving, and contradic
tory. But the argument
against abortion and gay
marriage make perfectly
good sense to the many
blacks that sincerely believe,
either out of personal or reli
gious conviction, that life,
all life is sacred and must be
protected.

Schiavo is not a de
fenseless, healthy fetus
whose right to life must be
protected. Top medical ex
perts have declared that she's
in a permanent vegetative
state with no chance of
recovery. The courts, state
legislatures, and state offi
cials, have nearly universal
ly recognized the right of a
person in Schiavo's state, or
their legal guardian, if med
ical professionals decide
there's no hope for them to
live to be allowed to die.
That includes Bush who as
Texas governor in 1999
signed the law that estab
lished procedures to allow
hospitals to pull terminally
ill patients off life support.
Medicaid
insurance
paid for a significant portion
of Schiavo's costly medical
bills. Millions of poor and
working class blacks are
uninsured. They have little
chance of getting the care
she got. The GOP lawmak
ers that thundered the loud
est for her rights slashed bil
lions from the Medicaid
health programs that would
improve the quality of care
for the poor. There is also no'
evidence that GOP lawmak-

ers heeded the warning the
Institute of Medicine made
in two studies in 1997 and
2002 that the quality of care
for dying and chronically ill
children and adults is woe
fully inadequate.
The abortion and gay
marriage battles drew clear
political demarcation lines
for conservatives and black
evangelicals. The thorny
questions in the Schiavo
case blurs them. Is the fight
over keeping her alive a true
constitutional issue, and a
test of family values? Does
this mean that conservatives
who have spent decades rail
ing against activist judges,
federal interference in state
matters, and who pose as the
champions of individual
freedom are hypocrites?
Polls show that the over
whelming majority of Amer
icans believe that her spouse
and her doctors should
decide Schiavo's fate. Will
the GOP's blatant interfer
ence in the case fuel a public
backlash that could sting
those black evangelicals that
identify with conservatives
on the issue? And does the
Schiavo issue pay any polit
ical dividends for blacks if

tus), has had a negative
effect on our race. In the
last 40 years or so, we have
gone from literally dream
ing about owning a house
with a white picket fence to
actually having the re
sources to buy that house
and any other material pos
session that comes to one’s
mind. That is a major step
in a very positive direction,
but along the way, many of
us have either forgotten to
or failed to pass on the
desire to stay true to each
other and give their chil
dren the passion for suc
cess that was branded into
their minds by their par
ents.
The Afro-American
youth of today does not
have the bold “in your
face” reality of an uncen
sored, malicious racist
society that does not have
one ounce of respect for
our race on any level. In
this new age, they have to
not only deal with the prej
udiced eyes of the Amer
ican society, but they must
also deal with the negative
peer pressure that stems
from the blind and mis
guided measure of success

that thrives here in Amer
ica. Acquiring the ‘Al
mighty American Dollar’
has become the only goal
for many Afro-Americans
(especially our youth).
Sadly enough, many of our
youth have taken on a “by
any means necessary” ap
proach, while they attempt
to obtain wealth and status
in their lives.

Republicans choose to make
it an issue in the 2006 elec
tions?
Then there’s the nagging
suspicion that if Schiavo
were black the media would
not have made her a cause
celebre, conservative groups
would not frantically storm
the barricades to keep her
feeding tubes hooked up,
and that Congress would not
cut short its vacation to pass
a special law on her behalf.
That .was the subtle under
tone in Watt's knock at Con
gressional Republicans for
passionately
defending
Schiavo's rights while doing
little to help the impover
ished.
The public ambivalence,
blurred complexities, and
agonizing questions that
swirl around Schiavo make
this anything but a surefire
winner for conservatives,
and that makes it a loser for
black evangelicals.
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is
an author and political analyst.
He is a featured columnist for
Altemet and BlackNews.com
and African-American newspa
pers nationally. He is the pub
lisher of The Hutchinson
Report Newsletter, an on-line
public issues newsletter.

Reality Check (Part I)
by Sean Lewis
As we have entered
this new millenia, AfroAmericans have begun to
deal with the repercussions
of a loss of identity that has
engulfed the youth of our
race. As it seems, many of
our Afro-American youth
do not recognize that they
are in fact the descendants,
of a great race of people,
that has survived slavery
and has emerged from a
separate and unequal socie
ty. Our race has accom
plished an unprecedented
amount of triumphs, while
battling the fierce enigma
called “racism.”
The Afro-American
youth of this country have
become discombobulated
about their status and be
wildered about the ad
vancements that many of
them have been afforded.
The greed that the Ameri
can society illustrates at
every venue, has corrupted
the minds of not only our
youth, but also many of the
older members of our race.
Society has seemingly been
able to erase the harsh real
ities of the Jim Crowe era,
from the minds of many

older Afro-Americans. The
future of our race will be
placed on the shoulders of
the lost, unprepared youth
of today. Unless there is a
drastic change in the phi
losophy of the Afro-Ameri
can race as a whole, there
will be unspeakable ramifi
cations that will unfold and
ultimately unravel every
step of progress that our
people have made in this
country.
As easy as it has be
come for the older mem
bers of our race to point
their finger of disapproval
at the youth, one must ask
when will that same sector
of judgemental AfroAmericans begin to look in
the mirror? The older gen
eration of Afro-Americans
(ages 40-60) was raised in
a system that attempted, to
destroy every ounce of
growth and self-esteem that
they could muster. While
many of the members of
our race endured their
struggles, and came out of
that system successfully, it
seems that many of the key
ingredients that enabled
them for success were left
behind.

The lack of identity
that has placed our youth in
a state of confusion, is in
direct relation to the loss of
identity and togetherness,
that many of the older gen
eration experienced while
they successfully climbed
the ladders of success in
America’s social and eco
nomic chains. At some
point between the marches
and boycotts of our past to
the acceptance of the AfroAmerican baby boomer
into the sectors of success
in this country, our race
experienced the beginning
of confusion that has
evolved into what some
associate with our youths’
disassociation with their
past.
The prosperous eco
nomic growth that America
has experienced, seems to
have been a key factor to
the unraveling of the AfroAmerican community. The
boom of economic growth
has spurred numerous
amounts of Americans
towards claiming their
piece of the “American
Pie.” The measure of suc
cess as it stands in this
country (i.e. money, sta-

In the past, our com
munities were able to chan
nel their youth in the right
direction because, of the
discipline, love and respect
for others that was illustrat
ed on every comer and in
every house in the AfroAmerican community. Our
predecessors refused to
give the door or seat they
had to use in public, the
power to destroy their selfimage. They used the open
acts of humiliation and dis
respect that was employed
against them, and har
nessed that negativety into
the energy and motivation
al force that inspired that
generation of Afro-Amer
icans to break away from
the toe hold of an unequal
American society.
The mentality that

many of our youth exhibit
in today’s society, can only
stem from the change in
values of many of the pred
ecessors. While’ many of
the Afro-American baby
boomers aspired to secure
their futures, they forgot
about the future of the
communities that spurred
them on to success. The
disappearance of success
ful Afro-Americans in
many of the urban cities of
this country, has caused our
youth to associate success
with selling drugs, robbery
and many other misguided
felonious activities. The
lack of positive role models
and the ever scarce Amer
ican dollar, has turned

many Afro-American com
munities (once considered
the core of our growth) into
crime infested areas that
have seemingly disrupted
the development of our

race. In all reality, the blind
is leading the blind into sit
uations of certain and
inevitable destruction.

The Weekly Challenger welcomes your Letters to the Editor.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Jazz Club Of Sarasota Events J
Friday. April 1, 2 p.m
Jazz at Two features Ed
Grigoli at the Bayfront
Community Center; 803 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Admission $3 for Jazz
Club members; $6 for non
members.
Friday. April 8. 2 p.m
Jazz at Two featuring
Tommy Barrett at the Bayfront Community Center,
803 N. Tamiami Trail, Sar
asota. Admission $3 for
Jazz Club members; $6 for
non-members.
Sunday. April 10. 7:30
p.m. Member Concert
featuring saxophonist Vale
rie Gillespie and Group at

Holley Hall, 709 N. Tami
ami Trail, Sarasota. Jazz
Club members are admit
ted free with membership
card; guest tickets are
available for $25 each.
Friday. April 15.2 p.m.
Jazz at Two featuring pia
nist Lenny Wilson at the
Bayfront Community Cen
ter, 803 N. Tamiami Trail,
Sarasota.
Admission $3
for Jazz Club members; $6
for non-members.
Friday. April 22.2 p.m.
Jazz at Two featuring Kitt
and Mike Moran Quintet at
the Bayfront Community
Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota.
Admis

sion $3 for Jazz Club mem
bers; $6 for non-members.
Friday. April 29.2 p.m.
Jazz at Two featuring Dale
McGrew at the Bayfront
Community Center, 803 N.
Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Admission $3 for Jazz
Club members; $6 for non
members.
Saturday. April 30. 2
p.m. Jazz Jam with a fea
tured musician performing
during the second half of
the program and a jazz jam
that is open to all musi
cians during the first hour
at the Bayfront Commun
ity Center, 803 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota.
Admis

of sara!ow”

sion $3 for Jazz Club mem
bers; $6 for non-members.
Sun.. May 1. 12 - 4
p.m.: Jazz on the Water
departing from the Seafood
Shack Pier in Cortez. Bill
Buchman ’s Art of Jazz AllStars and the Jeremy Car
ter Jazz Quintet will per
form during this cruise'on
Sarasota Bay. Food and
drink will be available for
purchase on the boat. Tic
kets are $25.00 each from
the Jazz Club office.
For more information
about the Jazz Club and its
programs, please call (941)
366-1552 or visit www.jazzclubsarasota.com.

Teens Invited To
Read To Kids At
Selby Library
Reading Marathon-----

North Port Public
Library RibbonCutting Ceremony
Set For April 16 —
What’s happening
• Ribbon-cutting cere
mony and community cel
ebration for the expanded
and renovated North Port
Public Library (13800 Tamiamai Trail, North Port.
Enjoy the newly refur
bished North Port Public
Library with poetry read
ings, musical entertain
ment by the Suncoast Har
mony Barbershop Quartet
and the North Port Ele
mentary Strings, and an
honor guard procession by
the North Port High

School ROTC. Light
refreshments will follow.
Library parking is limited,
so guests should park at
South Biscayne Baptist
Church, 13000 Tamiami
Trail. Sarasota County
Area Transit (SCAT) buses
will provide shuttle service
to and from the event.
When is it happening
• 11 a.m.-, Saturday,
April 16
Contact for public:
• North Port Public
Library (941) 861-5000

What’s happening
• A reading marathon
for teens to read to chil
dren will be held on Thurs
day, March 31 at the Selby
Public Library, Youth Pro
gramming Room, 1331
First St., Sarasota. Kids

can select a story to be
read to them by a teen.
Kids and teens are encour
aged to stop by anytime
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. No
registration is necessary.
Contact for public
'• (941) 861-5000
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"Mfe hold these
truths to be
self-evident
that all men
are created
equal.”

WASHINGTON D.C.

- The Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

BUiLDTHEDREAM.ORG

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Stand Down Pinellas
Event Hopes To
Benefit The
Homeless--------- ——
PINELLAS COUNTY
- The Clearwater Thresh
ers, Pinellas County Gov
ernment and Department
of Veterans Affairs are
sponsoring a one-day event
for the homeless called'
Stand Down Pinellas.
Stand Down Pinellas is

275,000 homeless veterans
"combat" life on the
streets. Stand Down Pinel
las is a one-day event that
will provide critical servic
es such as food, shelter,
clothing, health screen
ings, VA benefits counsel
ing, employment assis

being hosted by The
Pinellas County Coalition

tance, referrals to commu

for the Homeless, Bay
Pines VA Medical Center
and the Department of Ve
terans Affairs Regional
Office - St. Petersburg.
Stand Down Pinellas will
be held Saturday, April 16,
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
at Bright House Stadium
located at US 19 N and
Drew Street in Clearwater.
In times of war, ex
hausted combat units in
desperate need of rest and
recovery were removed
from the battlefields to a
place secure and safe so
they can recuperate before
being sent back to battle.
Today, Stand Down refers
to a community-based in
tervention designed to help
the nation’s estimated

nity providers for treat
ment, and much more to all
homeless people. The hand
up, not a handout philoso
phy of a Stand Down is
carried out through the
work of volunteers, gov
ernment and other service
organizations.
You can learn more
about the event by visiting
the Pinellas County Coali
tion for the Homeless1 we
bsite at www.pccoho .org.
Sponsors and volunteers
are still welcomed. Volun
teer, Sponsor and Provider
applications can be down
loaded at the website.
If you have any ques
tions, please contact Ed
ward Perry at (727) 5621532 or edward@211tampabay.org.

The Hospice Of The
Florida Suncoast
Offers A Workshop
For Caregivers----- —
LARGO- The Hospice
of. the Florida Suncoast
will offer a five-week
workshop for those who
help provide care for a
family member or friend.
If you have questions or
would like to learn about
changes that may take
place in the last years of
life, or ways to make this
time special, this work
shop is for you. The ses
sions will be from 10a.m. -

Top Woman Executive Heads Special CASA Golf
Guest List For Resurrection House
Approaches
Breakfast-------- —---------------------------------TAMPA BAY-CASA lence.

ST. PETERSBURG Aj Jemison, General Man
ager of International Plaza
and Bay Street in Tampa
and named this month by
the Network of Executive
Woman as Tampa Bay’s
2005 Executive Woman of
the Year, will be a special

guest of honor at the Flor
ida Resurrection House
annual New Beginnings
Breakfast on Thursday,
April 21, at 7:30 a.m. at the
historic St. Petersburg Co
liseum, 535 Fourth Avenue
North.
Jemison, who is in de
mand as a keynote speaker,
also volunteers as a Career
Day speaker for Hills
borough Public Schools
and serves on the boards of
the Tampa Bay Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau,
Greater Tampa Chamber of
Commerce, Florida State
Fair Authority, and The
Children’s Home. She is
also vice chairwoman of
the Hillsborough County
Commission on the Status
of Women.
The 2005 New Be
ginnings Breakfast theme
is "You’re An Angel!"
Jemison says that she ac
cepted the invitation from

Aj Jemison, General
Manager for
International Plaza has
been through her own
share of struggles, and
credits her success to
her grandmother, who
taught her to excel in
business and in life.
Resurrection House presi
dent and CEO Cynthia
Sinclair with relish "be
cause I love and collect
angels."
Jemison’s real-life an
gel was a grandmother
who inspired her to suc
ceed in business and in life.
In a February 4, 2005, St.
Petersburg Times inter
view, Jemison said, "If
there’s one thing I learned
from my grandmother, it’s
integrity." Jemison sur
vived two divorces and, as
a single divorced parent,
raised a son and daughter
at the-same time she was

completing work toward
her degree in marketing
"without government aid,",
Jemison notes.
Because of her own
experience in learning to
become self-reliant and
self-sufficient, she identi
fies with the mission of
Florida
Resurrection
House, Inc., an ecumenical
ministry whose programs
have been helping home
less and working poor fam
ilies achieve self-sufficien
cy since 1987.
The
Resurrection
House campus, which in
2003 received a City of St.
Petersburg City Beautiful
Award, includes spacious,
completely furnished twoand three- bedroom apart
ments for up to 19 families;
administrative offices, a
chapel, computer room,
library, fenced children’s
play area; and landscape
featuring large oaks, flow
ering shrubs, a butterfly
garden, and patio seating
areas.
A nonprofit 501(c )3
corporation, Resurrection
House has achieved a more
than 80 percent success
rate in- moving families
from homelessness or

Gomez, Papa & Gipe, LLC
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Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. ■- Bantu

3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

Petersburg is the present
ing sponsor for the 2005
Breakfast with a contribu
tion of $20,000. Sponsor
ship of a table for eight at
the April 21 New Be
ginnings Breakfast is $350.
Corporate sponsorships are
also available. Individual
tickets, which may be pur
chased only in advance,
cost $50.
For more information,
call (727) 823.-4742 or visit
the website at www.floridaresurrectionhouse.com.

Amigas Twelfth Annual
Golf Tournament will be
held on Monday, April 18
at noon at the Bayou Club
in Largo. All tournament
proceeds directly benefit
CASA, Community Action
Stops Abuse, to prevent
domestic violence in our;
community and advocate
for survivors. The tourna
ment is open to all amateur
golfers. Player fee of $125
includes one round of golf,
box lunch, beverage tickets
and awards buffet dinner.
For more information con
tact Jean Krause (727)
548-1542.
The tournament is pre
sented by the CASA Amigas, a volunteer auxiliary,
chaired by Jean Krause.
Last year the tournament
raised $40,000 and provid
ed life-saving services for
victims of domestic vio

Community Action
Stops Abuse, (CASA) has
been working in the Tampa
Bay community for more
than 28 years, gaining lo
cal, national and interna
tional recognition for do
mestic violence programs,
services, community out
reach and education pro
grams.
Each year, hundreds of
parents and children are
housed in CASA’s emer
gency shelter where they
receive a good night’s
sleep and support, to build
a new life - free of abuse
and suffering. Many fami
lies come to us with noth
ing and no where else to
turn. Additional 10,000 in
dividuals received direct
services last year and more
than 64,000 people are
reached through CASA’s
education and community
outreach programs.

ATTORNEY IAN GOMEZ

eg-

Hairstyling

Hennessy Construc
tion Services, Inc., of St.

HE MADE HISTORY!

1,1:30 a.m., at the Tarpon
Springs Community Cen
ter, 400 South Walton Ave
nue, Tarpon Springs, on
Tuesdays, beginning April
5 and ending May 3. No
registration necessary.
For more information
or to register, please call
Gay "Lynn Hofvath at (727)
773-2561 or e-mail at gaylynnhorvath @ thehospice.o

Hires

near-homelessness to eco
nomic self-sufficiency. Re
surrection House hires no
professional solicitors, and
over 90 percent of all prof
its go directly into the pro
grams to help families,
without regard to race,
creed, gender, or national
origin.

waspsEsaaBilfe
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answerfflpurt
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INJURY 1
Willie T. Ribbs made
history right here in St.
Petersburg, winning the
inaugural St Petersburg
Grand Prix in 1985.
Here, he’s pictured just

before the race began, with
Mr. James (Pudgie) E.
Elliott IH and Elliot’s wife,
LeAnn. LeAnn served as
vice president of St. Pete’s
Chamber of Commerce at

the time.
For more on this,
please see Norman Jones’
column on page 4!
(Picture provided by
Norman E. Jones II.)
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Ebony Scholars!

Brian A. Caruthers
Brian A. Caruthers is
g senior at Lakewood High
School. After graduation,
he plans on attending
Morehouse College to pur
sue a major in business,
Caruthers is a member
of the Student Government
Association, Future Busi
ness Leaders of America,
the National Honor Roll,
"Who’s Who Among Ame
rican High School Stu
dents," the 2005 Class 4A
State Champion basketball
team, has volunteered for
beach clean-ups, and also
serves as co-chairman of
his church youth group. In
addition, Caruthers is a
black belt in karate and
does nursing home visits.
Brian resides with his
mother, Sharon Caruthers.

is a senior at Gibbs High
School. After graduation,
she plans on attending the
University of Central
Florida to pursue a phar
macy major.
Madison is a member
of the National Honor
Society, the Multicultural
Club, the Leo Club, and is
also a Doorways Scholar.
She has previously volun
teered for the Pinellas
Habitat for Humanity.
Sharice resides with
her
mother,
Donna
Drummond.

Bristie A. Stephens

Bristie A. Stephens is
a senior at Lakewood High
School. After graduation,
she plans to attend
Spelman College and pur
sue a major in communica
tions.
Stephens is a member
of the Student Government
Association, the Principals
Multicultural
Advisory
Committee,
N.C.N.W.
Precious Jewels, RTM
Teen Choir, -varsity track
and field, cheerleading,
Exquisite Gems, a 2005
Debutante, the National
Honor Roll and "Who’s
Who Among American
High School Students."
Bristie resides with her
parents, Solomon and
Bernice Stephens.

St. Petersburg Tennis Center
To Host Spring Tennis
Scholarship Tournament------ST. PETERSBURG On Saturday, April 30, the
St. Petersburg Tennis Cen
ter will host their Spring
Tennis Tournament. Cur
rently, the organization is
seeking interested partici
pants, advertisers, spon
sors and donations from
the community in order to
make this event a Success.
The proceeds for this event
will benefit the St. Peters
burg Tennis Center First
Serve Program and Tennis
Scholarships for Summer
Camp. Jeff Davis, Com
munity Tennis Coordinator
for USTA will provide fol
low-up events to encour
age Minority Adults to
play tennis at the tennis
center. The center, located
at 650 18th Ave. S., is nes

tled in the heart of St.
Pete’s most economically
challenged area.
Run by the Tennis
Foundation of St. Peters
burg, the center is a 501(C)
3 non-profit organization.
It offers ah after-school
tennis fitness program
Monday through Friday as
well as a tennis summer
camp program. In addition
to their tennis program,
they also feel that athletics
and academics go hand
and hand.
"The center provides a
Tutoring Program to en
sure that participants in our
tennis program develop
both their minds and bod
ies," says program chair
person Nobedine Packer.
In addition to tutoring stu

his assets. Although private
insurance is available, pre
from front page
miums generally run about
for Disease Control re $400 a month for a decent
leased some figures from stand-alone health insur
their latest National Health ance pohcy.
Interview Survey and re
Individuals with em
vealed that 16.4 percent of ployer provided health in
all Americans under age 65 surance have much of that
Laquail Y. Powell is a
lack health insurance. Bro cost absorbed by the com
senior at Gibbs High
ken down by race, 32.3 per pany. However, surprising
School. After graduation,
cent of Hispanics, 15.9 per ly few employers offer
she plans on attending the
cent of blacks and 10.4 per health insurance.
University
of
North
cent of whites in that age
Statistics from Kaiser
Florida to pursue a major
group lacked coverage dur Family Foundation show
in accounting.
ing the survey period. The that 57.2 percent pf em
Powell is a member of
CDC will release the full ployers nationwide Offer
the
Future
Business
report of the January to health insurance and in
Leaders of America, the
September 2004 survey Florida, 55 percent do. Per
National Honor Roll,
later.
haps that is why only 54
"Who’s Who Among
Although 78 percent of percent of all Americans
American High School
Floridians are white, the have group coverage from
Students," varsity track,
CDC figures show they are an. employer.
the Executive Internship
less likely than blacks are
When it comes to hav
Program, the Link Crew
to be uninsured. The fact ing insurance through an
and the Spanish Club.
that more than 2 million employer though race
Laquail resides with
black Floridians lack health again makes a 'difference
Sharice D. Madison
her mother, Carolyn B.
insurance makes it more nationally as well as in
SL
•
Powell.
difficult for their budgets to Florida where 68 percent of
Sharice D. Madison
include health care to con whites, 16 percent of
trol diseases such as high Hispanics and 13 percent
blood pressure and dia of African Americans have
betes.
it, according to Kaiser.
The problem with a
For the past few years,
lack of health insurance the. percentage of Ameri
becomes a crisis when cans without health insur
someone develops serious ance has stayed relatively
or life threatening health stable but signs indicate the
problem.
problem may affect more
For instance, even with people soon.
all his assets, without
Last week; General
health insurance the heart Motors announced that be
surgeries that former Pre cause they were losing
at (727) 865-3688
sident Bill Clinton recently money, employees would
or
had would consume much have to pay more of the
1 -877-977-3374, ext. 104 or 105 Linda Mobley
of his assets and money.
cost of their health insur
President
Not many of us have ance. The automotive giant
is also the nation’s giant in
terms of health insurance.
The New York Times re
PH ILLY FINEST
ported that G. M. offers
insurance to more than 1
million individuals, which
Saturday April
2COJ
makes it the largest private
insurer in the nation.
This is a worsening
trend. Families USA says,
"Premiums paid by work
ers rose nearly three times
faster than the average U.S.
1.Q1 1 zznost. South
earnings" between 2000
"fife
B
P.M.-1
A.I
and 2004.
Show starts® B F.M.-1 A.M,
What that means is that
■Sgl
more individuals who have
insurance will find their
budgets are too tight to pay
fhilly Finest Music
the co-pay and use it. That
22nd St. South
is what another friend of
St. PETE, Ft. 3371 Z
mine
fears. Her employer is
Wi
about to join G.M.. in
requiring
their employees
1 S AND Up
Music provided by holla POINT Scune
to pick up more of the cost
Laquail Y. Powell
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dents with their school
work, the program pro
vides a computer lab, as
well as mini courses to
expand their horizons in
the arts, environment, and
participation in community
issues. Both tutors and
course teachers come from
the local community and
volunteer their services.
"Your support repre
sents a commitment to the
community and helps
make our programs possi
ble," says Packer.
In order to give your
support, or for additional
information, please contact
Nobedine Packer at (727)
343-1896 or the Tennis
Center at (727) 823-2225.

of their health insurance.
She visits the doctor
often. But she says that
with a co-pay she won’t be
able to. Annually her cost
of health c'are probably ex
ceeds the amount of premi
um her employer pays the
insurance company.
Here is the problem
with medical care though:
someone has to pay for it
When the amount of care
that an individual receives!
in a year costs their insurer
more than the premiums
that insurer receives they
must make up the differ
ence somewhere. With in
come from investments
down,, they rely more on
unused premium dollars
from healthy .insured indi
viduals who rarely use their]
insurance.
In a vicious cycle, the
more insurance costs, the
more people who rarely use
it drop out of the insurance
pool. With them goes their
premium dollars. Thus, the
pot of money that health
insurance companies take
in shrinks while the pot
they pay out expands.
Eventually, they can’t con
tinue to spend more than
they earn.
That is why universal
insurance is necessary.
Then healthy people who
don’t use their insurance
contribute to cover the un
healthy people who do.
There is a catch though.
Experts would be right to
argue- that insuring every
one is too expensive, if
people continue to use me
dical care when they don’t
need it, or when changing
their lifestyle choices could
eliminate much of their
health care expenditures.
One thing is certain
though and that is the cur
rent situation is unfair.
Because while health care
costs have increased so has
the use of health care serv
ices by those who can
access care and the need
for health care by those
who can’t afford it, and
don’t receive it.
As a democracy, ma
jority rule in America
comes with responsibility
to protect minority rights.
So long as health care
receives any tax subsidies including deductions on tax

THE ART OF
LIVIN'

by Norman E. Jones II
(727) 895 - 4126

The Norman E. Jones
NASCAR Trophy —-----(HEP) - This coming
Sunday, the 2005 Honda
Grand Prix of St. Peters
burg will bring world and
national attention to our
city. The Sports and Enter
tainment Network (ESPN)
will telecast the event to
the world on April 3. This
is a perfect time to inform
you of Norman E. Jones’
historic association with
the National Association of
Stock Car Racing (NAS
CAR). The. Norman E.
Jones Trophy may be the
sport’s least-known fact.
Few people know of
the Norman E. Jones Tro
phy It was presented at the
NASCAR Super Speed
way in April, 1972 at Tal
ladega, Ala. The trophy
was presented in thd pit
area to the .winning car’s
pit crew by Jones; The tro
phy’s inscription reads: TO
THE MEN - BEHIND
THE MAN - BEHIND
THE WHEEL! Jones said,
the trophy was a symbol to
honor America’s working
men and women who
labored as skilled profes
sionals. The trophy was
initially presented as the
1st Annual Norman E.
Jones, Trophy. It is un
known how long the tro
phy was presented at the
track.
Jones, a Negro, (that’s
was he preferred to be
called) lived' in every
decade in the 20th century;
1909 - 1990. He was the
father of the author this
column' Jones was often a
special -VIP- guest of
NASCAR founder, Bill
France, Sr. at NASCAR
Championship Races at the
Daytona (FL) International
& Talladega tracks (AL)
during the 1970’s.
Jones, a political jour
nalist for several AfricanAmerican Newspapers,
was an unexpected sup
porter of Alabama Govern
or George Wallace run for
the Democratic nomina
tion for the President of the

returns - every American is
entitled to equal health
insurance.
So, while Bush is
spreading
democracy
around the world, he needs
to take time to spread some
around America and create
an affordable universal
health insurance system
here, right now.

.United States in 1968 and
1972. France was the
Wallace’s national cam
paign manager c during
those years.
WiZ/y Ribbs wins in St.

Willy T. Ribbs

Petersburg
Willy T. Ribbs, a
native of California, learn
to drive racing cars like
golfer, Tiger Woods learn
how to play golf. At the
very early age of four,
Riggs raced his toy cars
around his yard began a
love affair with the sport
that has made him a racing
icon. Riggs won the first
St. Petersburg street auto
race in early 1990’s. (Re
member when the track
rapped around Florida
Field, in the former his
toric American Gas plant
community?)
I witnessed auto racing
history in May, ’1992,
when Riggs became the
first and only African
American to compete1 in

the famed Indianapolis
500. He was sponsored by
black entertainer Bill
Cosby and McDonalds
Restaurants. Riggs experi
enced motor trouble early
in the 75th Annual Indy
500 finished next to last
place among 33 cars.

Wendell Scott was the
first African-American to
ever win a NASCAR mo
tor race. He won the Jack
sonville 100 in 1963 in
Jacksonville, Fla.
Norman E. Jones, II can
be reached at normanjones@aol.com.

There
Is A
Reason
To Read
The
Weekly
Challenger!

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Oz
from front page

with "The Amen Comer,"
and has been featured in
Sarasota Magazine. She
has also appeared in
WBTT’s "Eubie!," "Cotton
Club Cabaret," "Cotton
Club 2," "Rockin’ Down
Fairytale Lane," "Black
Nativity," "Ain’t Mis
behavin’," "Sophisticated
Ladies" and "All Night
Strut."
Anderson’s very first
performance was with the
Players of Sarasota. Ap
pearing in some capacity
on every major stage in
Sarasota, he has also been
featured in a national com
mercial for Bravo Net. work. He performed an
original solo dance with
WBTT in their collabora
tion with the Sarasota
Ballet’s season opener,
"New York, New York."
His other performances in
clude West Side Story and
Cinderella; In this presen
tation of “The Wiz,” as
Scarecrow, Anderson sings
"I Know I’m Gonna Make
It This Time." His very
creative dancing highlight
ed his amazing ability to
bend, twist and turn. Being
extremely limber and nim
ble, his impression of a
live scarecrow was most
realistic. Outbursts of ap
plause and cheering from
the audience indicated how
much they enjoyed;
Pitts’ part as Tin Man
was extremely good.
While his WBTT . debut

"I was a real live wood
chopper, until the Wicked
Witch put some tin on my
axe"
were
hilarious.
Adding to the audiences’
delight, he performed a
great and entertaining softshoe.
Solomon Burton’s por
trayal of the Cowardly
Lion was simply great. His
singing voice was nurtured
in church, where he sang in
the church choir. A winner
of many talent contests and
showcases, Burton made
his stage debut as Fats
Waller in "Ain’t Misbe
having’." Most recently, he
performed in WBTT sea
son’s opener, August
Wilson’s
"The Piano
Lesson." As the Cowardly
Lion, Burton talks about
his visits to obtain therapy
by going to an owl for
help. However, he says,
the owl never gives any
answers; he only asks
questions, such as "whooo!
whooo!"
There were so many
laughing side-splitters dur
ing the evening’s perform
ance. It was impossible for
those in the audience not to
keep a perpetual smile on
our faces. A few other
funny lines occurred when
the Good Witch Evillene
was explaining to Dorothy
just why she could not take
her back to Kansas. She
says, it was because "it was
illegal to transport a minor
across State lines." She
goes on to tell Dorothy that
"the WIZ will fix you’ a
drink of bubbly foam, and
before you know it, you’ll

was in “Eubie!,” he has
danced and choreographed

be home./' And finally,

for many local shows and
concerts. His other per
formances include, "Ain’t
Misbehaving’" and "Black
Nativity." The audience
produced lots of laughs
when Pitts sang about his
need for oil. Excerpts from
his song, such as, "If you
don’t have STP, Crisco
will be just fine", "...let
me lubricate my mind" and

warns Dorothy to'be aware
of the poppy fields,
because that’s
where
"you’ll sleep for a 100
years - and when you
awakened "you’ll be all
out of style." The Wiz had
his own memorable lines
when he asked Dorothy
"...why do you want to go
to Kansas? Why don’t you
want to go to Harlem or

A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS!
• Get your high school diploma by attending FREE
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• FREE Child Care and Transportation are also pro
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even Sarasota, Florida?"
Of course, the musical
ends as the story has ended
for these many, many
years. Scarecrow realized
his wish for brains, Tin
Man was rewarded with a
heart, Cowardly Lion
obtained courage, and
Dorothy was returned
home, where there was
love and family. Last but
not least, all of us that
attended this opening night
performance were blessed.
We were first-hand wit
nesses to an evening of
great performances by
wonderful and talented
African American actors.
As the very talented
and dedicated Nate Jacobs,
Artistic Director of WBTT
requests, "Let’s spread the
word about the wonderful
artistic work the Westcoast
Black Theatre Troupe is
bringing to our Tampa Bay
area community." Those of
us who reside in St. Peters
burg, if you haven’t done
so already, let’s get out and
lend support to these tal
ented young people. Show
them how proud we are; of
what they’re doing. It’s lit
tle more than a 30-minute
car trip to Sarasota. On this
particular evening, my
friend and I left St. Peters
burg at 6 p.m., had dinner
at a local Sarasota restau
rant, and arrived 15-minutes before curtain call. A
great way to enjoy a lovely
evening! Hope to see
YOU, next tune!
Tickets for "The Wiz"
at Booker VPA are $23
with student and group
rates available. Call the
Backlot Ticket Line today’
at (941) 363-9300. AJ1 cre
dit cards accepted. The re
maining show times are
evenings at 7:30, March
31-April 2. There will be a
matinee on April 3 at 3.
p.m.
"The Wiz," as per
formed by the WBTT will
also be presented at the
Palladium (253 Fifth Ave.
N., St. Petersburg), Show
times are April 15 and 16,
3 p.m., and also April 16 at
3 p.m. Ticket prices range
from $10-$15 dollars, with
discounts offered for youth
and seniors. For more
information about these
performances, contact the
Palladium box office at
(727) 822-3950.

For the class nearest you.

“The friendliness
of the residents and
associates makes

The Fountains
feel like

instantly.”
Greg Bush

home

Call today
and join us for our
April events!
reg Bush, retired Fire Chief of St. Pete, (left to right), and Bud
Kathan, Air Force veteran share a common interest of surfing the
web in the computer lab at THE FOUNTAINS AT BOCA ClEGA BAY,
from emailing friends to checking out current events around the world.

G

Stop by our community today and enjoy a complimentary lunch.

His Rules’ Gives Hopeful Answers If
‘He’s Not That Into You’------------------You probably have
heard all the hype around
the book "He’s Just Not
That into You," and those
who have read the book
will discover that it does
not provide much hope or
insight to questions or
problems in your romantic
relationship. Now what?
Should a woman keep won
dering what is wrong with
het because every guy she
meets is "just not into her?"
"There is hope in the
roadmap to finding Mr. or
Mrs. Right but you have to
be willing to abide by "His
Rules," not society’s rules,"
say authors Pamela Tous
saint and Christopher
Burge. "His Rules is the
most inexpensive, intro
spective, pre-marital course
on the planet," says Burge.
He should know -he has
given talks to over .500

Manhattanites since 9/11
with the majority being
morally-minded singles
(between the ages of 26-74
years old). "His Rules" are
based on moral, biblical
principles that challenge
readers to come up higher.
Here is how Burge and
Toussaint’s advice differs
from Greg Behrendt and
Liz Tuccillo...
• "He’s Just Not Into
You"... If He’s Not Dating
You
"His Rules": A man
who knows he’s ready for a
wife pursues a woman with
integrity and an intention to
move steadily from dating
to the altar. You’re not
looking for a one-night
date - you’re looking for a
lifetime mate. So who
cares if he’s not dating
you? He’s not ready—
move on to Next.

1-877-767-8558 (toll-free)
Retirement Living • Assisted-Living • Alzheimer’s Care
Skilled Nursing Care available on site.
1255 Pasadena Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33707
www.thefountains.com
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"His Rules" co-authors Pamela Toussaint and
Christopher Burge
• "He’s Just Not Into
You" ...If He’s Not Having
Sex With You
"His Rules":
We
don’t accept the notion that
if a man exercises zipper
and hand control when he’s
dating a woman it means
"he’s just not into" her.. He
probably remembers that
having sex satisfies his lustfor awhile, but doesn’t

bring him the honest, inti
mate relationship he really
wants—and we think that’s
a pretty smart guy!
• He’s Just Not Into
You... If He Doesn’t Want
to Marry You
"His Rules": We be
lieve that when a man loves
a woman and has a close
relationship with God—
His Personal Relationship

Mentor—he isn’t afraid of
pursuing marriage. He has
dealt with his major issues,
has peace in his heart that
he’s found "the One" and
moves forward on the
strength of his convictions
and good preparation.
• He’s Just Not Into
You... If He’s a Selfish
Jerk, A Bully, Or a Really
Big Freak
"His Rules": Not only
is he not into you, he’s not
even into himself! Test the
soil, before you plant: If
the end goal is marriage,
you need a partner whose
exhibits, "I’ll Give" behav
ior, not someone who’s liv
ing perpetually in "I Need."
(That includes men who
pursue "booty calls!")

Tampa Museum’s Exhibition On African
American Quilts Nears End-------------------------

Mozell Benson
TAMPA BAY - Since
Jan. 9, the Tampa Museum
of Art has displayed their
"Signs and Symbols: Afri
can American Quilts" exhi
bition. If ypu haven’t yet
stopped by, please do so!
The exhibit will come to an
end on April 3.
This exhibition looks
at the rich legacy of visual
symbols in the African cul
ture, as told through quilts.
This tradition has con
tributed to a style of quilt-

ing unique to the African
American culture, demon
strated by 40 works, which
span most of the 20th cen
tury. Organized from one
of the'most important pri
vately held collections of
this material, the exhibition
offers a visual feast of
color and design that stim-

Free Courses
Available At The
Business Assistance
Center----------------------ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Busi
ness Assistance Center
(BAC) offers business
training and counseling
sessions to assist evolving
and existing small busi
nesses with business assis
tance. Most services are
free. All sessions are con
ducted at 33 Sixth St. S,
Suite 301.
For the month of April,
the Business Resource
Center is open Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. It has personal com
puters equipped with busi
ness software and Internet
access, graphic worksta
tions, CD-ROM technolo
gy, interactive videos, and

an extensive business ref
erence library; 8 a.m. to 5
p.m.
Courses being taught
this month include "Busi
ness Assessments" and
"Business Mentoring" by
the Service Corps of Re
tired Executives (SCORE),
"Business Loan Counsel
ing and Assistance" ses
sions by the Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corp., and "Introduction to
Business Startup" work
shop by USF Small Busi
ness Development Center.
For more information
about these and other
courses being offered,
please contact the BAC at
(727)893-7387.

Thinking about Selling?
Call for your FREE Market

Cheryl Parker
REALTOR*

&T
he Fountains
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Mills First, Inc.
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8601 4th Street North
St Petersburg, Florida 33702

Business (727) 577-5100
Fax (727) 577-3246
Cell (727) 798-5324
email: cheryi.parker@c21.com

Each Office ic independemh Owned and Operatedtsi

“Specializing In RcmiIC

ulates a greater understand
ing of African traditions,
and the African-American
experience. The exhibition
includes the work of a
number of living quilters
who have recently come to
great acclaim, such as
Mozell Benson and Sarah
Mary Taylor.

“Signs and Symbols”
is curated by Dr. Maude
Southwell
Wahlman,
Dorothy and Dale Thomp
son/ Missouri Endowed
Professor of Global Arts
(University of MissouriKansas City), and funded
in part by the National
Endowment for the Arts

and the National Endow
ment for the Humanities.
The Tampa Museum of
Art is located at .600 N.
Ashley Dr., Tampa. For
admission and hours,
please call the museum at
(813) 274-8130.

R’Club Hosts ‘Rhythm And
Hues’ Fundraiser ——-----TAMPA BAY -Exper
ience "Rhythm in Hues,"
an art exhibit by local artist
L. Smith, get your groove
on to the music of jazz pi
anist Carl Fuerstman and
chill out with some fine
wine at "Rhythm In Hues"
from 5:30 to 8 p.m., Wed-:
nesday, April 13 at Dino’s,
16 2nd St. N. in St. Pet
ersburg.
A1
Santana
from
Smooth Jazz WSJT will be
on hand to emcee the
event, and saxophonist
Eric Darius, who was
selected as national debut
artist of the year by
Smooth Jazz News maga
zine, will make a special
appearance.
A portion of the pro
ceeds from this event,
including a silent auction
of two special edition
paintings by Ms. Smith — one of renowned artist Ray
Charles and one of Eric
Darius — will be donated to
R’Club, Tampa Bay’s lead
ing nonprofit provider of
child care and extended
learning programs. R’Club
serves nearly 3,600 pre
school, PreK, school age,
middle school and special
needs children a day in 42
locations throughout the

Eric Darius, a smooth jazz sax player, will make a
special appearance at this event.

area. R’ Club’s goal is to
provide child care to all
families, regardless of their
ability to pay, so that no
child is left home alone or
on the streets while their
parents work.
Lauren captures the
excitement and spontaneity
of life in a variety of media
and dimensions. Her dis
tinctive works have been
shown in local galleries, at
major theme parks and at
musical, theatrical, and
corporate events, as well as
at several local schools.
Trained at the University
of Colorado and the Rocky
Mountain School of Art,
Smith continues to study
under such renowned
artists as Judy Dazzio and
Zoltan Szabo.
Education and children
are a concern close to the

heart of artist Smith. Her
art work is featured in sev
eral local schools, includ
ing a school cafeteria that
has been featured on local
television as well as Good
Morning America, CBS
Evening News and in Time
for Kids magazine. "Whe
ther I am creating a largescale composition or a
small individual piece,
whether I’m following my
imagination or a client’s
needs, I find it stimulating
to influence the world around me ih positive
ways," Ms. Smith said.
"Fortunately, I have had
some wonderful projects in
the area of education and
entertainment. When I see
the impact, of my work,
especially with young peo
ple, it is stimulating to do
more."
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TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues

Scenes From Last FLAVA 96.7’s ‘Lovers Ball’
1
4

4

TAMPA BAY— Last
weekend, the Regency
Hotel was the place to be
as Intimate Sessions
pulled off "The Lover’s
Ball 2," a very classy
affair. Hosted by Brian J
and Jay Ski, everyone who
came out had a good time,
with special guest DJ
Black Rhino of FLAVA
96.7 spinning the sounds
of old school tunes and
reggae.
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David and Karen Murph

DJ Black Rhino hard at work
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The FLAVA staff

Joseph Streeter and Trina Allen
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Having a good time on the dance floor

IE

In photo at left,
FLAVA staff at
tjie event
included "The
Hawk'VSteve
Wynn, "Teddy
Bear," and
"Poppa Bear
(T-Funk)"
photos by Rassi
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Election Reform Coalition
Pushes For Change-------PINELLAS COUNTY
- The theme was clear af
ter two well-attended foryms in which voters shared
their stories from the Nov.
2 election: Things must
change. The Election Re
form Coalition of Pinellas
County, comprised of three
political parties and a doz
en organizations and citi
zens groups, are reviewing
more than five hours of tes
timony from the forums
held March 12 and 19.
"Voter confidence" is a
common thread running
through most of the voters’
concerns. Whether prob
lems are real or perceived,
the citizens are concerned
that we do not have the
best systems for voting or
for elections. "This lack of
voter confidence, in turn,
will contribute to low par
ticipation rates in elections
and undermine democracy
itself," stated Arlin Briley,
coalition organizer and
Vice-Chair of the Demo
cratic Party of Pinellas
County. "You can hear
these worries in the testi
mony of the citizens who
stepped up to give input.
The coalition was organ
ized to engage the elector
ate and address the con
cerns shared. The coali
tion will offer a report of
findings and recommenda
tions at a later date." Some
highlights of testimony:
• "Was my vote count
ed?" A number of people
who spoke to the coalition
panel weren’t sure, whe-,
ther they voted on paper
absentee ballots or on the
electronic voting ma
chines.
• Several voters who
cast absentee ballots won
dered if theirs was among
those "lost" and not includ
ed in the final tally.
• A nearly unanimous
call was for a voter-verifi
able paper record or opti
cal-scan paper ballot. "The
Sequoia voting machine is
a computer, capable of per
forming about a million
decisions or operations
every second. How do I
know what it is doing

while I’m pressing the
touch-screen?"
• "Are our voting ma
chines tamper-proof?" One
former Pinellas precinct
machine manager detailed
training he received to
manually override the
machines’ card-activated
security system.
• Confidence was low
in the reliability of the
Sequoia touch-screen vot
ing machines used in
Pinellas, with many reports
of voting machines down,
causing long lines.
• Many voters relayed
anger over long lines at
some polling places while
other polling places clearly
had more voting machines
than needed, resulting in
very little wait time.
• More than one voter
told of phoning for an ab
sentee ballot, only to learn
later - close to Election
Day - that there was no
record of the request.
• Instant runoff voting,
a weighted first choice,
second choice etc. ballot,
was suggested to preclude
the need for costly runoff
elections, discourage nega
tive campaigning, and give
so-called minor political
parties a voice.
• "The restoration of an
ex-felon’s right to vote
should be immediate and
reciprocal with other
states." The current pro
cess, "a vestige of post-Civil War former Confed
erate states’ efforts to deny
suffrage to ex-slaves," is
humiliating, costly and
time-consuming.
• There should be
transparency in the elec
tronic vote counting sys
tem. "It should be based
on open-source computer
code" that can be verified
and checked locally, not
dependent on "a secret,
carried-in-a-locked-metalbriefcase
proprietary
code."
• There must be sun
shine on the deliberations
and activities of the elec
tion canvassing board. The
public now is sequestered
behind a reinforced glass

Friends Peaches and Sheree

American Cancer
Society Event To
Raise Money For
‘Relay For Life’ —
PINELLAS COUN
TY- On April 9, from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m., the Ameri
can Cancer Society will
hold a rummage sale, bake
sale, and car wash, all in an
effort to raise , money for
"Relay for Life."

The fundraiser will
take place at the American
Cancer Society (4801 86th
Ave. N., Pinellas Park).
For donations or more
information, please call
Barbara at (727) 895-6586,
ext. 237.

Daystar Life Center
Offers Help With
Prescriptions --------PINELLAS COUNTY
- If you take prescription
drugs, have a limited in
come, and don’t have in
surance that covers pre
scriptions, the Medication
Advocacy Program at
Daystar Life Center may
be able to help you obtain
your medications free,
directly from pharmaceuti

cal companies. Daystar is a
private, nonprofit, commu
nity-supported organiza
tion serving through vol
unteers and charitable do
nations. They do not
charge for.their services.
For more information,
please call (727) 8235993, or (727) 825-0442.

Wc Welcome Your Articles and
Pictures of Community Interest

V

Your Hospice

wall with piped-sound,
unable to observe, question
and verify public business.
• The supervisor of
elections’ job should be
non-partisan, professional
and removed from politics.
• The media - particu
larly newspapers - were
caught short by the advent
of early voting. "Know
Your Candidate" sections
and endorsements were
printed after voting began.
• The number of early
voters - 29 percent of all
votes cast in Pinellas - sur
prised everyone. Several
complaints were made
about the length of lines,
cramped conditions and
number of voting machines
at early-voting sites.
• Changing when and
where we vote was sug
gested. Several voters
questioned the wisdom,
and impartiality, of voting
in churches. Others sug
gested an election-day hol
iday as a solution, freeing
public space and time to
vote.
The Election Reform
Coalition has begun cata
loging and analyzing these
complaints, suggestions
and observations and will
craft a call for change to
the election process, "mak
ing every vote count, and
counting every vote" - the
root of our democracy.
Additional input is wel
come, and can be given via
the internet at www.ERC
Pinellas.org/tellusyourissue.htm.
Coalition members in
clude the Democratic,
Green and Libertarian par
ties of Pinellas County, and
Pinellas County chapters
of the Alliance of Retired
Americans, Association of
Community Organizations
for
Reform
Now
(ACORN), Citizen’s Vote
Verification Group, Demo
cracy for America, Equal
Rights Alliance of Florida,
Fair Campaign Practices
Committee, Florida Con
sumer Action Network,
Interdenominational Mini
sterial Alliance, NAACPSt. Petersburg, National
Organization for Women,
Pinellas Progressives, and
The Sojourner Truth Cen
ter. The forums were mod
erated by Karen Bums, a
Pinellas County Charter
Review Commissioner and
businesswoman.
For information, con
tact coalition organizer
Arlin Briley, (727) 7713705.

When They’re Needed Most
We have a long way to go.

So let us

hasten

road of

human

along

the

road,

tenderness

and

the

generosity.

Groping, we may find one another's
hands in the dark.
- Emily Green Balch

1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

“The
clever
mind
observes.
The pure

heart
serves.”
- Sri Chinmoy
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BUSINESS
Anglo Men Still Far
Out-Earn Women.
Minorities
by Genaro C. Armas
The Associated Press
■ WASHINGTON
African-American
and
Asian women with bache
lor's degrees earn slightly
more than similarly edu
cated Anglo women, and
Anglo men with four-year
degrees make more than
anyone else.
An Anglo woman with
a bachelor's degree typical
ly earned nearly $37,800
in 2003, compared with
nearly $43,700 for a col
lege-educated Asian wo
man and $41,100 for a col
lege-educated
AfricanAmerican woman, accord
ing to data being released,
today by the Census Bu
reau. Hispanic women
took home slightly less at
$37,600 a year.
The bureau did not say
why the differences exist.
Economists and sociolo
gists suggest possible fac
tors: the tendency of mi
nority women, especially
African-American,
to
more often hold more than
one job or work more than
40 hours a week, and the
tendency of African-Amer
ican professional women
who take time off to have a
child to return to work
sooner than others.
Employers in some
fields may give extra, fi
nancial incentives to
young African-American
women, who graduate
from college at higher
rates than young AfricanAmerican
men,
said
Roderick Harrison, a re
searcher at the Joint Center
for Political and Economic
Studies, a Washington
think tank that studies
minority issues.
"Given the relative
scarcity, if you are a
woman in the sciences — if
you are a black woman -you would be a rare com
modity," Harrison said.
Because study in the
area is limited, it is hard to
pinpoint specific reasons,
said
Barbara
Gault,
research director at the
Washington-based
Institute for Women's
Policy Research.
"It could be the fields
that educated black women
are choosing," she said. "It
also could be related to the
important role that black
women play in the total
family income in AfricanAmerican families."
The
belief
that
African-American women
are struggling financially
as much other groups
should not be dismissed,
Gault added.

For instance, nearly 39
percent of families headed
by a single AfricanAmerican woman were in
poverty, compared with 21
percent of comparable
Anglo women, according
to
census
estimates
released last year.
An Anglo male with a
college degree earns far
more than any similarly
educated man or woman —
in excess of $66,000 a
year, according to the
Census Bureau. Among
men
with
bachelor's
degrees, Asians earned
more than $52,000 a year,
Hispanics earned $49,000
and African-Americans
earned more than $45,000.
Workplace discrimina
tion and the continuing dif
ficulties of minorities to
get into higher-paying
management
positions
could help explain the dis
parities
among
men,
experts say.
Demographics may
offer an explanation:
Millions more collegeeducated Anglo men are in
better-paying jobs than
there
are
AfricanAmerican, Hispanic or
Asian men.
Minorities also suf
fered more financially as a.
result of the 2001 reces
sion and its aftermath, as '
has been the case with past
economic downturns, said
Jardd Bernstein, chief
economist
with
the
Economic Policy Institute.
The figures come from
the Census Bureau's annu
al look at educational
achievement in the United
States, culled from a sur
vey in March 2004.
Questions about income
were asked for the previ
ous calendar year.
Earnings by sex and
ethnic background
The average earnings,
in dollars, in 2003 for male
and female workers with
bachelor's degrees, accord
ing to the Census Bureau
were as follows. Figures
do not include those with
advanced or professional
degrees.
•
Caucasian men
earned $66,390, with
Caucasian women earning
$37,761
• African American
men earned $45,635, with
their female counterparts
earning $41,066
• Asian men earned
$52,508,
with Asian
women earning $43,656
• Hispanic men earned
$49,298, with females
earning $38,447

CHANGING JOBS OR
RETIRING?
:all A.G. Edwards for guidance on
>w you can manage your retirement
plan assets.

Steve Allen, AAMS
Accredited Asset
Management Specialist
Financial Consultant

Serving all of greater St.Petersburg
727/550-2222 ext. 151

Jamaica-Based
Company Grace,
Kennedy, Builds On
Giving Back----------by Candace K. Clarke
Challenger editor
On Monday, hundreds
lost their lives as a massive
earthquake struck the In
donesian Island of Suma
tra, sending nervous fears
that another tsunami could
strike the area.
When last year’s tsu
nami struck the lands sur
rounding
the
Indian
Ocean, we witnessed its
heart-wrenching destruc
tion as the media continu
ously brought us its un
imaginable images - a dis
aster that suddenly left
thousands dead or injured,
ravaged homes, and the
innocent orphaned. On the
same day, another natural
disaster struck on the other
side of the world, an event
that was overshadowed by
the tsunami’s tragedy.
On Dec. 26, 2004, the
country of Guyana was
devastated with the worst
flooding in more than 100
years of its history. Three
weeks of torrential rains
would follow. By January,
more than 40 inches of
showers had fallen, leaving
more than 400,000 people
flooded out, nine dead, and
an estimated $2 million in
damage.
Most Guyanese lived
on the country’s low-lying
coast, a land that is several
feet below sea level at high
tide. The population con
tinues to feel the effects of
the rains, including food
shortages, water-borne ill
nesses, and lack of hous
ing. In response, Western
Union Financial Services,
the First Data Western
Union Foundation and the
Grace Kennedy Remit
tance Services are teaming
up to provide aid. To
gether, the organizations
have offered US $60,000
in aid to the flood victims.
This money will be distrib
uted by the International
Federation of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent
Societies. In addition,
Grace Foods, a division of
Grace Kennedy, has donat
ed US $20,000 in food to
help support the relief
efforts.
The name Grace, Ken
nedy may be an unfamiliar
one to some here in the
States. A Jamaica-based
company, with its head
quarters in the capital of
Kingston, Grace, Kennedy
has been in operation for
83 years. Begun in 1922 as
a trading establishment,
the business has profitably
expanded over the years,
not only branching out into
the areas of food services,
but information services,
finances and retail as well.
Grace Kennedy network

extends to approximately
60 subsidiaries and associ
ated companies located
across North and Central
America and the Carib
bean. The company serves
as an agent for Western
Union, which currently has
40 locations in Guyana.
"We have an office in
Guy ana... we know first
hand from our staff that the
damages were bad," re
marked Michelle Allen,
vice president of regional
markets for Grace, Ken
nedy. Of the nearly 60
staff members, quite a few
were badly affected by the
flooding, but everyone has
been accounted for, she
added. The company’s im
mediate response was to
coordinate with the Red
Cross and have employees
aid with the clean-up
efforts and also in the food
distribution centers. "We
operate as an essential
service, so that when these
natural disasters occur, we
have to get up and running
as soon as possible," noted
Allen.
"We look at what we
can do as an organization
to give back," Allen further
explained. "Guyana is just
like our sister country; it
was just natural that we
would have to do some
thing to assist. Whether
Jamaica, whether Trinidad
and Tobago, whether Guy
ana, we know that giving
back to the community is
one of the reasons we are
here."
It is such relief efforts
that have come to symbol
ize Grace, Kennedy, said
Noel Greenland, divisional
public relations and com
munications manager. It
also characterizes the spir
it of Jamaica, in that the
country is always respond
ing to natural disasters, he
added. The company also
has established a relation
ship with Habitat for Hu
manity; in 2002 Grace
Kennedy contributed to
home building projects in
Guyana and frequently
gives donations.
"We are very pleased
by the way that we are por
trayed within the commu
nities that we operate,"
states Greenland. "Very
few companies have the
good will image that we do
around the community,
and for that we are very
very proud."
To donate to Guyana'
relief efforts, please con
tact the Red Cross at 1800-HELP-NOW (4357669), or go online to
www. redcross. org.
To find out more about
Grace, Kennedy, visit
www.gracekennedy.com.

The Kingly Law According
to the Scriptures
“Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘For a
certainty, I perceive that God is not partial,
but in every nation the man that fears Him,
and work righteousness, is acceptable to
Him.”
— Acts 10:34,35

Preparing Children To Be Business
Owners-------------------------------------------------. ATLANTA - One of
the fastest ways to build
wealth in this country is
starting a business. Ac
cording to the Small Busi
ness Administration, there
were approximately 22.9
million small businesses in
the U.S. in 2002 and small
businesses
represented
99.7 percent of all employ
ers. But many people in
this day and age are simply
trying to stay afloat in
tough financial times and
do not see entrepreneurship
as a viable option.
According to a report
released by the U.S. Cen
sus Bureau in August of
2004, black households
had a real median income
of only about $30,000 per
year in 2003, and a poverty
rate of over 24 percent.
However, parents can
break the cycle of financial
struggle by teaching their
children about entrepre
neurship at an early age.
Cassandra Black, the
author of the children’s
book "I Want to Be an

Cassandra Black,
author of "I Want to
Be an
Entrepreneeeeeeeur
When I Grow Up!"

Entrepreneeeeeeeur When
I Grow Up!" (Blackberry
Publishing, 2005) said,
"Instead of asking my
eleven year old son what he
wants to be one day, I ask
him what kind of business
he wants to start one day."
"His thought process is
already formed," says
Black. "Children are a
blank slate. We can do so
much towards building ge
nerational wealth by sim
ply pointing our children in
the direction of leader-

ship."
The Kauffman Center
for Entrepreneurial Lead
ership poll found that near
ly seven out of 10 youth
(aged 14-19) across the
board were interested in
becoming entrepreneurs.
The Gallup studies further
show eight in 10 African
American high school stu
dents are interested in start
ing a business. Yet, 85 per-,
cent of children responded
they were taught little or
nothing about- how busi
ness and the economy
work.
There are many organ
izations, camps and classes
designed specifically to
teach youth about entrepre
neurship. Through these
organizations, children can
learn how to write business
plans, forecast, build web
sites, market, and prepare
brochures, business letters,
and more. BlackberryPu
blishing.com has a "Kidz
Resources!" page on its
website listing several such
organizations.

Black says, "My son
gets an allowance, but he
has to save fifty percent of
it. He says, mom why do I
have to give you half of my
money? I tell him so when
you graduate from college,
when most of your buddies
will be looking for an
apartment to rent, you’ll be
looking for a fixer upper to
buy. You can be the land
lord collecting rent instead
of paying rent."
We have to plant the
seed, the idea, of owning a
business so our children
see it as a viable option,
says Black. "Change be
gins with simply a thought
procfess."
"I Want to Be an En
trepreneeeeeeeur . When I
Grow Up!" is a funny, in
spiring picture book about
third grade children at
Heritage
Elementary
School discovering what
they want to be when they
grow up. Visit Blackberry
Publishing.com for more
information.

Kmart-Sears Deal Won't Mean Store
Closings -------- -------------------------------------by Dave Carpenter •
AP Business Writer
HOFFMAN
ES
TATES, Ill. - Changes are
on the way for Kmart and
Sears stores following the;
merger of their parent com
panies, but widespread
store closings won't be part
of them.
So declared Edward
Lampert, architect of the
$12.3 billion merger that
became reality last Thurs
day and gave birth to Sears
Holdings Corp., which he
now chairs.
Minutes after a ran
corous shareholders' meet
ing where Sears, Roebuck
and Co. retirees denounced
the 119-year-old retailer's
sale to Kmart Holding
Corp., Lampert stated his
intent to reinvigorate the
two faded retail icons and
"transform them into a
great company."
"I think either compa
ny on its own could have
been OK," said Lampert,
who was Kmart's chairman
and the largest individual
shareholder in each retail
er. "But I don't think either
company could have been
...a great company."
The new retailer pairs
Sears' most successful
products, including Crafts
man tools, Kenmore appli
ances and DieHard batter
ies, with such Kmart
brands as Martha Stewart,
Jaclyn Smith and Joe
Boxer. With a combined
3,800 stores in the United
States and Canada, it will
have almost unmatched
visibility throughout North
America among big retail
ers.
A specific blueprint for
change hasn't been dis
closed, other than the earli
er-announced plan to con
vert up to 400 Kmart stores
to the new mid-sized Sears
Essential concept, which
adds snacks and other con
venience items to the usual

mix of offerings.
But Lampert sought to
dispel the notion among
many on Wall Street that
his strategy calls for a
wholesale sell-off of the
company's assets — in
cluding Lands' End, which
he described as a "great
American brand" that "isn't
for sale."
"I think there's a pre
sumption that you're going
to see a lot of store clos
ings. That's a wrong pre
sumption," he said at a
news conference in Sears'
headquarters, which will
house the combined firm.
"There is no plan right now
to say we're going to close
these 10 stores or these 50
stores," he said. "As these
leases come up, we'll make
those decisions."
Sears Holdings will be
the third-biggest U.S.
retailer based on sales,
trailing only Wal-Mart
Stores Inc. and Home
Depot Inc. with its com
bined $55 billion in rev
enue last year.
The deal closed shortly
after the back-to-back
shareholder meetings —
Kmart's tame, Sears' frac
tious.
Support from Sears
shareholders matched that
of Kmart voters, 69 per
cent. But CEO Alan Lacy,
the new company's' chief
executive and vice chair
man, was subjected to
shouting and insults by a
noisy minority of the 200

Edward Lampert, chairman of Kmart, left, Aylwin
Lewis, president of Kmart, center, and Alan Lacy,
CEO of Sears, right, join hands during an
announcement of a merger between Kmart and
Sears in New York Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2004.
Kmart Holding Corp, shareholders approved the
acquisition of Sears, Roebuck and Co. on
Thursday, March 25, 2005, in an $11 billion deal
executives hope will create a retail powerhouse
while helping to reverse years of lagging sales.
AP Photo/Gregory Bull

in attendance.
Geofge O'Hare, who
heads a group of retired
Sears employees, said he
had "grave concerns for
Sears' future" and was
applauded when he said the
new,
Kmart-dominated
board of directors "will be
more concerned about sell
ing off Sears than the sur
vival of Sears as a premier
American retailer."
Lacy noted that the
deal was good for share
holders and furthers Sears'
strategy of moving away
from shopping malls to
more profitable off-mall
sites. He also cited an
anticipated $500 million in
savings — $200 million

MEDICAL INC.
Wheelchairs (power & manual)
Scooters • Liftchairs
Sleep Disorder Aids
• Walkers • Hospital Beds
All Insurance Billing Handled

REPAIRS ON MANUAL &
POWER WHEELCHAIRS
MEDICARE/
MEDICAID
ACCEPTED

Batteries, Flat Repairs,
Wheel Assemblies
(727) 527-6539
or 1(800) 783-6331
195 - 9th Street North
St. Petersburg

from store conversions and
other retail "growth" and
$300 million from overlap
ping operations.
Employees have been
concerned
about
the
prospect of deep job cuts,
especially at Sears' home
base and Kmart's in Troy,
Mich. Sears said some lay
offs will be announced by
the end of April from
among the 5,000 people
working at the two head
quarters, but the vast
majority of the work force
of 400,000 will keep their
jobs and the company will
maintain a corporate pres
ence in Michigan.
March 24 marked the
last day of trading for
Sears' stock. The merged
company starts trading on
the Nasdaq on Monday
with the ticker symbol
SHLD.
Investors in both old
companies enjoyed double
digit percentage gains in
the four months since the
blockbuster proposal was
first announced, and Kmart
shares have leaped tenfold
since its emergence from
bankruptcy- in 2003.
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STATE NEWS
Dr. Bill Cosby Visits Bethune-Cookman
College-----------------------------------------------DAYTONA BEACH,
Fla. - Marlena Moody sat
in the Mary McLeod
Bethune Performing Arts
Center anxiously awaiting
the opportunity to meet the
man who is helping her
fund "her matriculation
through Bethune-Cookman
College on Sunday, March
13.
But as soon as Dr. Bill
Cosby entered the room,
the anxiety quickly went/
away.
"Within seconds, I was
completely at ease,’* said
Moody. "This was definite
ly a once in a lifetime
opportunity that , I will
always cherish."
Moody updated Dr.
Cosby on her academic
progress and discussed col
lege life before the leg
endary entertainer left to
prepare for his two per
formances
later
that
evening

Bethune-Cookman College President Dr. Trudie
Kibbe Reed, Cosby Scholar Marlena Moody and Dr.
Bill Cosby met in the Mary McLeod Bethune
Performing Arts Center on March 13.
The daughter of John nity. She is a freshmen
T. and Marcia J. Moody is a seminar peer facilitator, an
junior from Lacey, Wash athletic tutor, and the secre
ington majoring in Chemis tary for Bethune-Cookman
try and minoring in Span College's branch of the
ish. She maintains a GPA Florida-Georgia
Louis
of 3.27 and has aspirations Stokes Alliance for Mi
of going to medical school nority
Participation
and becoming a pediatri (FGLSAMP).
cian.
"I am very proud of
Along with paying at Ms. Moody and the excel
tention to her own school lent way she represented
work, Marlena is also ac the College today,” said
tive in her school commu- College President Dr. Tru

die Kibbe Reed.
Dr. Reed and Dr.
Cosby met earlier in the
day, where Dr. Reed shared
her vision for the College’s
International Institute for
Civic Participation and
Social Responsibility as
well as issues of the day.
"It was an enjoyable,
productive visit,” Dr. Reed
said. "I look forward to
continuing a dialogue with
one of our nation’s fore
most entertainers." '
Prior to his first per
formance, Dr. Cosby re
ceived a Bethune-Cook
man College football jersey
from Athletics Director
Lynn Thompson and his
wife, Michelle. Dr. Cosby
delighted the Wildcat faith
ful in the audience by men
tioning that BethuneCookman has beaten arch
rival Florida A&M three
consecutive years in the
Florida Classic.

More Than One In Four Children In Florida
Working Families Are Unsupervised In The
Afternoons-------------- ----- -------- ----------- ----- —
WASHINGTON, DC Twenty-seven percent of
Florida children in working
families are unsupervised
in the afternoons, accord
ing to data released today
by the Afterschool Alli
ance. The data are from the
second wave of detailed
analysis of the Alliance's
groundbreaking household
survey, America After 3
PM, funded by the J.C.
Penney Co., Inc. The data
focus was on working fam
ilies - those in which, both
parents or the single parent
holds a job. Florida-specif
ic sampling finds that just
22 percent of children in
Florida working families
are in afterschool pro
grams, while the parents of
31 percent say they would
likely enroll their children
in a program if one were
available.
"We have a lot of work
still to do in creating after
school opportunities for
our kids, in St. Petersburg
and around the state," said
Florida Afterschool Am
bassador Debra Ballinger,
Program Services Director
of R’Club Child Care, Inc.
in St. Petersburg. "We've
made a good start, but the
resources devoted to after
school are still not nearly
sufficient to meet the
demand from working fam
ilies. It's past time to put
our money where our rhet
oric is and ensure that
afterschool programs are
available to every Florida
family that needs them."
Afterschool Ambassadors
ate appointed by the
Afterschool' Alliance to
serve one-year terms.
Nationally, working
families face steep chal
lenges when it comes to
caring for children in the
somefimes-perilous after
noon hours. Nationally, ac
cording to America After 3
p.m.: '

• Two in .five middle
school children in working
families (40 percent) are
unsupervised in the after
noons. (The study defines
middle school as grades six
to eight.)
• Fully 9.7 million chil
dren in working families
who do not participate in
afterschool
programs
would be likely to partici
pate if a program were
available, their parents say.
• Fourteen percent of
K-12 children in working
families attend afterschool
programs, compared to
eleven percent of all K-12
children. Nineteen percent
of the children of single
working mothers partici
pate in afterschool pro
grams. .
• Just seven percent of
children in rural working
families attend afterschool
programs.. Parents of these
children are more likely
than parents of urban or
suburban families to say
the program their child
attends is the only one
available.
• Thirty-one percent of
Caucasian, 25 percent of
African American and His
panic, and 21 percent of
Asian Pacific Islander chil
dren in working families
are in self-care in the after
noons.
• More than 90 percent
of working parents say they
are satisfied with the after
school program their child
attends.
"Millions of children in.
the U.S. are as yet unable
to reap the profound, lifechanging benefits of quali
ty afterschool program
ming because of limited
access and awareness,"
said JCPenney Afterschool
Fund Executive Vice Presi
dent Ed Solczak. "We must
continue working together
to ensure that aft our chil
dren are safe and super

Feds Investigating Code Enforcement In
Broward Neighborhoods---------FORT
LAUDER
DALE, Fla. (AP) - The
U.S. Department of Justice
is saying little about an
active investigation, into a
code enforcement sweep in
some predominantly black
neighborhoods in Broward
County.
Three Fort Lauderdale
residents said they were
asked whether they would
cooperate with a Justice
Department lawyer con
ducting the inquiry into the
December sweeps, in
which code enforcers went

door to door in three neigh
borhoods, writing warnings
to residents.
The effort is called
NEAT, and it sought to
remove garbage heaps and
old cars from yards.
Community activists
with the NAACP and the
Association of Community
Organizations for Reform
Now expressed concern
that the city could be ille
gally going after poor,
black residents. Critics say
the action targeted senior
citizens and people who

can't read or write.
Many residents em
braced the program, but
they objected to receiving
notices threatening them
with jail time and $250 a
day fines.
Justice
Department
spokesman Eric Holland
said he can't comment on
the origin or scope of the
investigation because it is

active.
City Attorney Harry
Stewart acknowledged that
his office called several
residents who back the pro

gram for permission to give
their names and numbers to
the Justice Department.
The city contends residents
asked for the sweep.
City Manager George
Gretsas, who created the
program, called it the
"shock and awe" approach.
More than 1,700 code
warnings have been issued
- 1,000 of which have
already been fixed by
homeowners. No one has

been fined.

Cities To Lose Federal Funding If
Education Rules Not Met-----------safety, helps Children do

- Florida cities and coun

Orlando Sentinel reported
Sunday.

states have until April 1 to
submit revised standards to

ties stand to lose millions
of federal grant dollars for

If Congress adopts the
president's grant proposal,

the U.S. Department of

The federal law re
quires all students nation

community improvements

school performance would

Education for them to be
applied to student test

if Gov. Jeb Bush and state

be a factor used to deter

scores

math and reading by 2014.

education officials hold

mine what places would

school year.

onto strict rules on schools

get money for economic

However, state Educa

to score well on math arid

and community develop

tion Commissioner John L.

toward meeting this goal

reading standards, a news

ment, said Sandy Baruah,

Winn said Friday that the

not only for students in

paper reported Sunday.

an administrator for the

state intends to maintain its
current rules.

general, but also for chil

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)

President

Bush

has

proposed, to give a share of

U.S. Commerce Depart

for

the

current

better in school, she said.

wide to be proficient in
Schools must show ade

quate

yearly

progress

dren grouped by income,

Florida “is not asking • race, ethnicity, disability
the U.S, Department of and English fluency.
If just one group of stu
Education to lower stan

ment.

Florida communities
$3.71 billion in federal
vised after the school day programs. More than 1,800
economic assistance only have spent federal block
ends."
parents of afterschool par
to communities that can grants on projects such as dards, but instead asking dents misses a performance
"This data provides ticipants and more than
meet certain criteria, such paving sidewalks and ?them to look at alternatives target, then a school is clas
further evidence that mil 16,000 parents of non-par
as having schools that are installing street lights in in their calculations such as sified as not making ade
lions of children are with ticipants completed follow
out the afterschool care up questionnaires. At least
making the academic prog poorer areas, the newspa including learning gains," quate progress.
they need, and children in 200 parent households
ress required by his No per reported.
Winn said in a statement.
This year, Florida's
were
screened
in
each
working families are espe
Child Left Behind law.
Nonpartisan education
Lelia Allen, Orlando's goal is 53 percent of stu
cially vulnerable to being state. National participa
Florida received $189 experts agree that Florida's housing director, said link dents doing math at grade
in self-care or the care of a tion levels have a sampling
million last year in federal standards for success under ing the amount of grant level and 48 percent of
young sibling in the after error of +/- one percent.
community development federal law are among the money a community re them reading at grade level,
The Afterschool Alli
noons," said Afterschool
block grants, but only two toughest in the nation.
ceives to its school per-: even for children with dis
Alliance interim Executive ance is a nonprofit public
counties - Leon and
But Florida has the formance doesn't make abilities and those who do
Director Jen Rinehart. awareness and advocacy
Wakulla - and 23 percent of power to amend its stan sense. After all, the work not speak English fluently.
"That’s exactly why provid organization supported by
schools statewide met fed dards and probably, im that money pays for, such
ing afterschool opportuni a group of public, private,
eral standards last year, the prove its performance - as improving neighborhood
ties for all is a central goal and nonprofit entities
of
the
Afterschool working to ensure that all
children arid youth have
Alliance."
Earlier this month, the access to afterschool, pro
Alliance joined congres grams by the year 20.10.
sional leaders to announce More information is avail
the formation of bipartisan able at www.afterschoolalAfterschool Caucuses in liance.org.
both the U.S. House and
Please email all ads to: smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
U.S. Senate^ The Caucuses
will build congressional
support and increase re
Queen Latlfah Is
sources for quality after
sensational! She gives
a wildly hysterical and
school care. Nationwide,
iC'
Incredibly charming
1,000 mayors, police
ROC1
performance.’
chiefs, corporate leaders
instruction is
"Smart, sassy and a
and national organizations,
riot of laughs.”
have signed on to Afterschool for All: Project
2010, an effort to collect
afterschool supporters in
one unified voice.
For America After 3
PM, 30,791 screening
interviews were conducted
from July to October of
2003 to determine overall
Queen Latifah
participation
afterschool
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NATIONAL NEWS
Reputed Klansman’s Mississippi
Murder Trial Delayed----- -----------DECATUR,
Miss.
(AP) - Reputed Klansman
Edgar Ray Killen will not
stand trial until at least
June 13 for the 1964 mur
ders of three civil rights
workers in rural Missis
sippi.
Killen, an 80-year-old
part-time preacher and for
mer saw mill operator, was
to have been tried April 18
in Neshoba County Circuit
Court. However, he broke
his legs while cutting trees
March 10 and remains hos
pitalized.
Circuit Judge Marcus
D. Gordon ordered the
postponement following a
closed meeting Friday with
attorneys.
Killen is accused of
orchestrating the June 21,
1964, killings of James
Chaney, Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman.
A 1967 federal trial on con
spiracy charges revealed
the killings were part of a

Reputed Klansman Edgar Ray will not stand trial
until at least June 13 for the 1964 murders of three
civil rights workers in rural Mississippi. Killen, an
80-year-old part-time preacher and former saw mill
operator, was to have been tried April 18 in Neshoba
County Circuit Court. However, he broke his legs
while cutting trees March 10 and remains hospital
ized.
Ku Klux Kian conspiracy.
Killen has denied the
charges and remains free
on $250,000 bail.
Doctors treating Killen
met with lawyers Tuesday
to discuss his condition
before Friday's meeting.

AP Photo/Rogelio Solis, File
Killen is to see his doc
tors again April 5, and the
judge said officials' will
know more then. Doctors
said it would be 12 weeks
from the date of the acci
dent for Killen to be ambu

latory. in a wheelchair and

Racially Charged Incidents Rattle
L.A.--------------------------------------------------

be a participant in a trial,
Gordon said.
Gordon said he reason
ably expects the trial to
start on June 13 if Killen
has no medical setbacks.
Killen underwent surgery
at the University of Missis
sippi Medical Center in
Jackson following the acci
dent and was released
March 21. He was moved
to Laird Hospital in Union
to be closer to his family.
Jerry Killen, the ac
cused man's brother, said
Friday that Edgar Ray
Killen remained in the
Union hospital but that he
was unsure of his condi
tion.
Jerry Edwards, Killen's
stepson, had told the
Neshoba Democrat earlier
this week that Killen was
"doing a lot better but he's
got a long way to go."
“He's in pretty good
spirits considering every
thing," Edwards said.

Sharpton Wants Stations Connected
To Violence Punished —---------------------WASHINGTON (AP)
— The Rev. A1 Sharpton,
upsetabout violence in rap
music, asked the Federal
Communications Commis
sion last Thursday to pun
ish artists and radio stations
connected with violent
acts.
A'tists connected to
such acts should be denied
airpliy on radio and televi
sion for 90 days, he told
reporters after meeting
with FCC Chairman Kevin
Martin and two other com
missioners.
He also urged the agen
cy to fine and review the
licenses of radio stations
"that encourage a pattern of
this, including allowing
employees to do on-the-air
inciting of violence."
'’The outrage of the
pattern of violence that has
occurred at radio stations

Cochran
from front page
nie."f
Over the years, Cochran
represented football great
Jim Brown on rape and
assault charges, actor Todd
Bridges on attempted mur
der charges, rapper Tupac
Shakur on a weapons charge
and rapper Snoop Dogg on a
murder charge.
Headline-grabbing cases
He also, represented for
mer Black Panther Elmer
“Geronimo" Pratt, who spent
27 years in prison for a mur
der he didn’t commit. When
Cochran helped Pratt win his
freedom in 1997, he called
the moment "the happiest

requires some action,"
Sharpton said. "What has
been absent is some kind of

government move to stop
these actions happening on
federally regulated radio
stations."
A spokesman for Mar
tin declined to comment.
Andrew Jay Schwartzman, president of the Me
dia Access Project, a public
interest law firm, said
Sharpton's - suggestions
could trample on free
speech protections and may
not fall under the regulato
ry jurisdiction of the FCC.
"They pose tremen
dous First Amendment
problems," he said. "It's
very hard to come up with a
standard that works. The
bottom line is this is not
something the FCC was
created or equipped to han
dle."
Sharpton has been
especially vocal since a bit
ter feud broke out between

artists 50 Cent and The
Game last month. A mem
ber of The Game's crew
was wounded during a
shooting outside a New
York hip-hop radio station
while 50 Cent was on air
criticizing The Game.
Grammy-winning hiphop star Lil' Kim could
face years in prison when
she is sentenced in June
after being convicted last
week for lying about a
shootout outside the same
New York radio station.
Sharpton also met with
Democratic FCC members
Michael Copps and Jona
than Adelstein.
• "We welcomed the
opportunity to discuss me
dia violence," Copps said.
"The issue of violence in
the media was one the
commission ought to take
more seriously."

day of my life practicing
law."
He won a $760,000 award in
a wrongful death lawsuit
filed by the. family of Ron
Settles, a black college foot
ball star who died in police
custody in 1981. Cochran
challenged police claims that
Settles hanged himself in jail
after a speeding arrest. The
player’s body was exhumed,
an autopsy performed and it
revealed Settles had been
choked.
His clients also included
Haitian immigrant Abner
Louima, who was tortured
by New York police, and
Tyisha Miller, a 19-year-old
black woman shot to death
by Riverside police who said
she reached for a gun on her
lap when they broke her car

window ih an effort to dis
arm her.
But the attention he
received from all of those
cases didn’t come remotely
close to the fame the
Simpson case brought him.
Celebrity in bis own right
After Simpson’s acquittal,
Cochran appeared on count
less TV talk shows, was
awarded his own Court TV
show, traveled the- world
over giving speeches, and
was endlessly parodied ih
films and on such TV shows
as "Seinfeld" and "South
Park."
In "Lethal Weapon 3,"
comedian Chris Rock plays
a policeman who advises a
criminal suspect he has a
right to an attorney, then
warns him: "If you get

Johnnie Cochran, I’ll kill
you,"
The flamboyant Coch
ran enjoyed that parody so
much he even quoted it in his
autobiography, "A Lawyer’s
Life."
"It was fun. At times it
was a lot of fun," he said of
the lampooning he received.
"And I knew that accepting
it good-naturedly, even par
ticipating in it, helped soothe
some of the angry feelings
from the Simpson case."
Indeed, die verdict had
done more than just divide
the- country along racial
lines', with most blacks
believing Simpson was inno
cent and most whites certain
he was guilty. It also left
many of those certain of
Simpson’s guilt furious at
Cochran, the leader of a socalled "Dream Team" of

The Rev. A1 Sharpton
walks to the FCC’s
Washington office,
Thursday, March 24.
"The outrage of the pat
tern of violence that has
occurred at radio sta
tions requires some
action," Sharpton said
during a press confer
ence.
AP Photo/Haraz Ghanbari
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by Ben Fox
Associated Press Writer
MURRIETA, Calif. Like thousands of other
Californians, Crystal Farr
moved her family to the
inland suburbs of Los An
geles to live in more afford
able housing than she could
find along the coast. She
has come to question the
wisdom of the move fol
lowing the arrest of dozens
of alleged white suprema
cists and a series of racially
charged incidents, includ
ing an attack on her
teenage son.
Farr, who is black, said
the arrests added to her
feeling that not everyone is
welcome in a rapidly diver
sifying
region
where
whites are no longer ma
jority.
"I like the community
... but all this has made me
have second thoughts," she
said. "It's taken its toll on
our family."
While Farr's experi
ence may be extreme, other
families also feel uneasy
and would move if they
could afford housing else
where, said Loraine Watts,
president of the NAACP
chapter in nearby Lake
Elsinore.
Law enforcement au
thorities say it's unfair to
characterize the region of
more than 3 million people
in Riverside and San Ber
nardino counties as a racist
bastion. But as hate crimes
dropped 10 percent state
wide from 2002 to 2003,
the two counties saw a

a

population grew from 28
percent in 1999 to 42 per
cent in 2004.
The district created a
human relations council
last year to address racial
issues in the wake of at
tacks on two black students
at Murrieta Valley High
School - one of whom was
Fair's son.
The two teens who at
tacked Sam Farr pleaded
Crystal Farr and her son, Sam, pose for a photo at
guilty to assault and mak
their home in Murrieta, Calif., Friday, March 4.
ing racial threats, were sen
Farr’s teenage son, Sam (also pictured here), was the
tenced to juvenile hall and
victim of a hate crime, just one of a series of crimes
have since been released.
to hit the area in more recent times.
AP Photo/Chris Carlson
But Sam Farr, now 17,
combined increase of 19 ties," said Ruiz. "It's a said problems persist. Last
percent, according to the small, but very vocal, mi month, as he walked home
California attorney gener nority."
from school in his ROTC
al's office.
Some white suprema uniform, he claims one of
In January, authorities cists could have been his two assailants yelled a
in the two counties an drawn to the area for the racial slur at him before
nounced that, working with same reason the Farr fami speeding off. Crystal Farr,
the FBI in separate investi ly was - cheaper housing, who moved to Murrieta
gations, they had arrested said Brian Levin, a crimi five years ago, said she's
more than 40 people tied to nal justice professor at afraid to let her son and 15white supremacist groups California State University, year-old daughter go to the
with names such as Angry San Bernardino. Cheaper movies alone.
Nazi Soldiers. The arrests, housing not only draws ex
"People should know
mostly on drug and wea city dwellers, he said, but that this is going on out
pons charges, spanned also ex-convicts who may here," said Crystal Fair,
more than a year.
have adopted racist ideolo whose family has filed a
Authorities have said gy in prison.
lawsuit against the district,
that southern Riverside
Ethnic minorities are joining the parents of two
County, which includes increasing in number in the other black teens who
Murrieta, appears to have counties, as well. While the allege they were victims of
the most significant prob two-county population in racial harassment on' cam
lem. Deputy District At creased more than 25 per pus.
torney John Ruiz said there cent from 1990 to 2000, the
However,
district
are occasional flare-ups of number of white residents spokeswoman Karen Parris
racial tension in schools declined from about 63 said assertions of racial
and pockets of white su percent to less than half, tension are exaggerated.
premacists.
according to census fig "Statistics show that when
"You * find that some ures.
ever a community grows ...
people have moved out to
That trend is reflected you get an increase in
these rural areas because in the Murrieta Valley social problems," she said.,
they don't like rubbing Unified School District,
elbows with ethnic minori where the nonwhite student
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expensive celebrity lawyers
that included F. Lee Bailey,
Robert Shapiro, Barry
Scheck and Peter Neufeld.
But in legal circles, the ver
dict represented the pinnacle
of success for a respected
attorney who had toiled in
the Los Angeles legal pro
fession for three decades.
His rise through the ranks
Bom in Shreveport, La.,
the great-grandson of slaves,
grandson of a sharecropper
and son of an insurance
salesman, Cochran came to
Los Angeles with his family
in 1949. In the 1950s, he
became one of two dozen
black students integrated
into Los Angeles High
School.
Even as a child, he had
loved to argue, and in high
school he excelled in debate.
He came to idolize

Thurgood Marshall, the attorney’s office before
attorney who persuaded the establishing his oWn prac
U.S. Supreme Court to out tice.
law school segregation in the
He briefly became a
1954 Brown vs. Board of special assistant to the Los
Education decision and who Angeles County district
would eventually become attorney in the 1970s, setting
the Supreme Court’s first, up a unit to prosecute
black justice.
domestic violence cases.
"I didn’t know too much
After returning to pri
about what a lawyer did, or vate practice, Cochran built
how he worked, but I knew his firm into a personal
that if one man could cause injury giant with more than
this great stir, then the law WO lawyers and offices
must be a wondrous thing," around die country.
Cochran said in his book. "I Private1 person
read everything I could find
Flamboyant in public,
about Thurgood Marshall he kept his private life
and confirmed that a single shrouded in secrecy, and
dedicated man could use the when some of those secrets
law to change society."
became public following a
After graduating from 1978 divorce, they were star
UCLA. Cochran earned a tling.
law degree from Loyola
His first marriage, to his
University. He spent two college sweetheart, Barbara
years in the Los Angeles city Berry, produced two daugh
ters, Melodie and Tiffany.
During their divorce, it came
to light that for 10 years
Cochran had secretly main
tained a "second family,"
which included a son.
When that relationship
soured, his mistress, Patricia
Sikora, sued him for palimo
...at am earthly price of $10.99!
j
ny and the case was settled
Includes Coleslaw, Cornpuppies,
privately in 2004.
Choice of Fries or Rice
Although he- frequently
took police departments on
400 - 49th St South
in court, Cochran denied
St. Petersburg, FL
being anti-police and sup
ported the decision of his
327- 8309
only son, Jonathan, to join
328- 8309
the California Highway
Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Patrol.
MID PENINlULA SEAFOOD
Sunday ... Gone Fishin
He counted among his
closest friends Los Angeles
MARKET A REITAURANT
City Councilman Bernard
ERE THE LOCALS BUY ... FOR OVER 21 YEARS
Parks, the city’s former

A MATCH MADE
IN HEAVEN...
GULF GROUPER FILET &
TENDER LARGE SHRIMP

I

'

I
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police .chief, and the late
Mayor Tom Bradley, who
had been a Los Angeles
police lieutenant before
going into politics.
But in the Simpson case,
Cochran turned.the murder
trial into an indictment of the
Police Department, suggest
ing officers planted evidence
in an effort to frame the for
mer football star because he
was a black celebrity.
Beloved in the black com
munity
By the time Simpson
was acquitted, Cochran and
co-counsel Shapiro were on
the outs. Shapiro, who is
white, had accused Cochran
of playing the race card and
of dealing it "from the bot
tom of the deck."
Simpson, meanwhile,
was held liable for the
killings following a 1997
civil trial- and ordered to pay
the Brown and Goldman
families $33.5 million in
restitution. Cochran didn’t
represent him in that case.
After Simpson, Cochran
stepped out of the criminal
trial arena, concentrating
instead on civil matters. For
a time, he represented highprofile athletes and music
stars in contract matters.
He remained a beloved
figure in the black communi
ty, admired as a lawyer who
was relentless' in his pursuit
of justice and as a philan
thropist who helped fund a
UCLA scholarship, a lowincome housing complex
and a New Jersey legal acad
emy, among other charitable
endeavors.

i
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
TB And AIDS Becoming An Increasingly Toxic Mix

Nelson Mandela Hosts Concert To Raise AIDS
Awareness And Treatment Funds----------------GEORGE, South Afri
ca (AP) - Former South
African president Nelson
Mandela, playing host to
his second AIDS awareness
concert on March 19, told a
crowd of 20,000 women
bear the brunt of the AIDS
pandemic that has infected
some ,25 million people in
Africa.

The disease "carries
the face of women,"
whether through infection
or caring for those who are
ill with the deadly virus,
said
the
86-year-old
Mandela.
Mandela, who lost his
eldest son to the disease
earlier this year, compared
the plight of women coping
with AIDS to the isolation
he felt when imprisoned for
27 years on Robben Islands
for fighting against white
racist rule.
"Today, there are mil
lions of women in Africa
living on their own Robben
Islands, struggling against
terrible odds, alone and
often without much hope,"
he said.
"Tonight, you and I can
say we are here to help give
you hope and strength," he
said to rapturous applause
at the 46664 concert,
named for his prisoner
number. He sponsored a
first AIDS conference in
1993 in Cape Town. The

India Arie, performs
during the Nelson
Mandela Foundation's
'46664' HTV /AIDS con
cert in George, South
Africa, Saturday, March
19.
AP Photo/Themba Hadebe

Will Smith, the concert’s
host, performs. Mandela
personally requested
that Smith be an ambas
sador for the .46664 cam
paign.

Saturday benefit, he said,
raised $1.6 million.
Gertrude Maqanda, a
woman from a poor town
ship near the popular
tourist
coastal
resort
George, told how she near
ly died last year until she
received
antiretroviral
treatment. She contracted
the virus in 1999.
"I love you very
much," she said, prompting
a temporary hush in the
crowd and an embrace
from master of ceremonies,
superstar Will Smith.
The U.S. actor and
singer said he agreed to a
personal request from
Mandela to be an ambassa-

dor for the 46664 cam
paign.
"I have made movies
and music," said the star of
Men in Black and Inde
pendence Day.
"I felt like that's not
enough. I want to fight and
I want to struggle," he said.
In South Africa, statistics
show women and girls are
six times more likely to be
infected with the AIDS vi
rus than men. A staggering
38 per cent of pregnant
women are infected in the
worst-hit province Kwazulu-Natal.
Overall, an estimated
5.3 million of South Afri
ca's 45 million people live

AP Photo/Themba Hadebe

with HIV, more than in any
other country. Between 600
and 1,000 are dying every
day from AIDS-related dis
eases, UN figures indicate.
"In Africa, more people
are wiped out by AIDS
every year than in the entire
Asian Tsunami disaster,"
said former Eurythmics
star Annie Lennox.
"In this society, women
are powerless and vulnera
ble to the whims of men
who refuse to practise safe
sex and use condoms."
Star after star appealed
to men to take responsibili
ty and stop unsafe sex - and
to women to stand up for
their rights.
"I want you to use your
power to stay alive," shout
ed Jada Pinkett Smith, Will
Smith's wife.
Since stepping down as
South Africa's first black
president in 1999, Mandela
has championed the cause
of AIDS •victims.
"You may well ask,
what is this old-age pen
sioner doing here tonight,
when he is supposed to
have retired?" he asked.
"Yes, I would love to
enjoy the peace and quiet
of retirement but I know
that like many of you, I
cannot rest easily while our
beloved continent is rav
aged by a deadly epidem
ic."

by Isaac Baker
UNITED
NATIONS
(IPS/GIN) - Despite the fact
that it is a curable disease,
tuberculosis killed more
people than all wars, earth
quakes, floods, tsunamis,
airline accidents, terrorist
acts and murders worldwide
in the past year, according to
a report released on March
24
to
mark
World
Tuberculosis (TB) Day.
While treatment for TB,
which infects an estimated
one in three people world
wide and kills nearly two
million people a year, is both
effective and inexpensive,
millions of the developing
world's infected people are
being deprived of the treat
ment they need to survive.
"Tuberculosis was last
year's most overlooked
tragedy," said Dr. Bobby
John, president of the Mas
sive Effort Campaign, a net
work of non-governmental
organizations working on
HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria
that issued the "Global TB
Report Card 2005".
"The deaths of these 1.8
million people were ar
guably all the more tragic as
almost every one of them
could have been prevented if
they had been properly treat
ed with highly-effective
anti-TB medicines," he said.
TB is primarily an ill
ness of the respiratory sys
tem, and is spread by cough
ing and sneezing. While the
disease has been all but
eliminated in many wealthy
Western nations, it is by no
means beaten.
TB disproportionately
affects developing countries,

which contain an estimated
98 percent of the world's TB
infections. Some 80 percent
of TB infections occur in
only 22 "high-burden coun
tries" (HBCs).
Malnutrition, unsanitary
living conditions, and espe
cially HIV/AIDS weaken
the immune systems of poor
people, leaving them far
more vulnerable to TB infec
tion than those in wealthier
nations.
Neglect by Western gov
ernments as well as de
veloping nations has made a
completely curable disease a
nightmare for the world's
poor, health activists say.
"Most wealthy countries
think of TB as a disease of
the past," Joanne Carter, leg
islative
director
of
RESULTS
International,
which co-sponsored the
"Report Card", told IPS.
"When people die in a
plane crash or a tsunami or
another major disaster with a
fixed place and time, these
tragedies register more
intensely on the global
scene," she said. "But when
every day 5,000 people die
in villages and shanty towns
all over the world from a
curable disease, there is only
silence."
Anti-TB medicines cost a
mere 10 to 12 dollars. The
World Health Organization
(WHO) reports that these
inexpensive treatments cure
some 85 percent of TB
cases.
"With a full course of
drugs to treat TB costing just
10 dollars, it is unfath
omable that anyone who
needs treatment should die,"

the RESULTS report says.
"And yet, this is the tragic
scenario that is repeated
every day around the world."
In order to be effective,
the treatment, called Di
rectly Observed Treatment
Short-Course (DOTS) stra
tegy, must be continued for
six straight months. If the
treatment is stopped or is
continued in infrequent
intervals due to lack of funds
or other reasons, drug resist
ant strains of TB can and
have developed. This makes
full treatment all the more
vital, health experts say.
"From a public health
perspective, poorly super
vised or incomplete treat
ment of TB is worse than no
treatment at all," the WHO
says.
While TB prevalence
rates have fallen 20 percent
since 1990 and are stabiliz
ing in many parts of the
world, the disease continues
to terrorize regions like
Southeast Asia, which saw
an estimated three million
new cases, and Eastern
Europe, which has an
increase in TB deaths after
four decades of decline,
according to the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tu
berculosis and Malaria
(GFATM).
GFATM estimates that,
if current trends continue, by
2020 nearly 1 billion people
will be newly infected with
TB and the disease will have
claimed 35 million lives.
In Africa, TB prevalence
has tripled since 1990 and
the disease continues to
grow by three to four percent
annually, largely due to the

deadly combination of TB
and HIV/AIDS.

Nearly one in three people
whose immune systems have
been
weakened
by
HIV/AIDS will become
infected with TB, which is
the single largest killer of
HIV/AIDS victims.
On Thursday, WHO Di
rector General Dr. Lee Jongwook reiterated the need to
incorporate TB treatment
into the global fight against
AIDS.
Jong-wook quoted for
mer South African President
Nelson Mandela, who last
year said, "TB is too often a
death sentence for people
with AIDS. We can't fight
AIDS unless we do much
more fight TB as(well."
While much progress
has been made in combating
the disease in recent years,
reports issued Thursday by
the
WHO,
RESULTS
International, and others
show that many nations of
the world have failed the
goals set for TB detection
and the DOTS treatment.
The WHO's goal was to
reach a 70 percent TB detec
tion rate by 2000. Since the
goal was not met, the dead
line was pushed back to
2005. However, the WHO
report, which is based on
statistics from 2003, shows a
detection rate of only ^5 per
cent.
Out of the 22 HBCs,
only Vietnam has reached
the case detection goal.
. "Evidence in this report
provides real optimism that
TB is beatable," Jorg-wook
said Thursday.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
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standing

nated the largest church in

Friendship

Randy came out on stage

Grand Ole Opry singer
Josh Turner. On this day, he

ovation the moment she

played his guitar and sang

appeared on stage. She is a

Pastor John A. Evans,

asking the audience to

the state of Florida, and in
2004 it was named the sec

extend high-fives to the

"I Have Decided To Follow

two-time Grammy winner

ond fastest growing church

person they were sitting

Jesus."

audience

and is one of our most

in the United States. Their

next to, and to say to that

accompanied Josh by clap

mission is to take the

person: Every time I see

ping along in tempo with

renowned and respected
legends of rhythm and

you, you get better look

the upbeat song. Again,

blues. She says, "My moti

walls of the church, thus

ing." This brought about a

singing one of his original

vation is having a public

the name, Without Walls.

lot of laughter and an

songs "Me and God," the

waiting

immediate feeling of ease.

He then led the congre
gation in prayer and contin

The

audience came to its feet
when Josh repeatedly sang
the phrase "He rules the

well-deserved

for my

music

because it makes me feel

better about what I’ve
done. If you have that soul,

Gospel outside the four

As a mUlti-racial/multicul-

tural

nondenominational

Baptist Church
ous and respectful!!

services and helped us

this community we know

our

usher in the Lord's spirit!!!!

how to look like, act like

Missionary

guests arriving in for the

Hear YE! Hear YE!

Baptist Church prayerfully

130th Annual Session of

Final

week before the

Please pray for the sick

invite you to worship ser

the Florida General Baptist

130th Annual Session of

and shut-in as well as those

vices with us at 3300 - 31st

Convention. Show some re

the Florida General Baptist

in the hospital. Please also

St. S. We also invite you to

spect to our guests and hos

Convention!!!!! We still

pray for our nation as well

all church related functions

pitality just as Jesus Christ

need volunteers as well as

as all other countries expe

during the week.

did during His ministry and

we have banquet tickets

riencing persecution for

on His way to Calvary!!!!!

still for the banquet that

following our Lord and

Sr., first family and the
Friendship

We

will

have

and be like Jesus.

expression of faith - affec

First worship service

tionately referred to as the

begins at 7:45 a.m. with the

Sunday School devo

will be held on Wednesday,

Savior, Jesus Christ as we

tion begins promptly at

April 6. We promise to

do here in America.

ued on to preach his ser

world with staff and rod,

spirit and motivation you

"vegetable soup" church,

deacons serving in devo

mon entitled "The Old

we’re a team, me and God."

can do anything."

they welcome all to visit

tion and the Voices of

9:30 a.m. (unless otherwise

have an excellent time in

For further details in

and worship with them on

Friendship serving in song

noted), with superintendent

the Lord on Monday, April

regards to the church news

any Sunday.

and the first Sunday ushers

or assistant serving in de

4, because the concert will

and the convention quickly

The

Fred Hammond, a giant

However, on this day,

Emblem of Suffering and

of a man, both tall and wide

she sadly shared with the

Pain." Explaining to the
audience that he wanted

was next to perform. He

audience that her singing

ushering in ministry. Pastor

votion. Come to Sunday

be held that evening at 7

approaching, please visit us

just about turned the house

voice was not up to par, due

Evans, Sr. will give the

School and learn what God

p.m. We also would like

at the web at www.fmbc-

them to fully understand

out with his upbeat rendi

to a sore throat caused by a

message.

needs for you to do for the

more volunteers for the

theship.org. Please excuse

the pain and suffering of

tion of "He Lives." A multi-

recent lengthy recording

A second service will

kingdom to come!!

ushering and hospitality

the typo last week, the cor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

be at 10:30 a.m. There are

We wish to thank all

ministry to help us at the

rect website address is

plenty of seats at both the

who supported the youth in

other churches affiliated

www.fmbctheship.org.

7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

the production of the Easter

with the convention that

service. Please be courte-

oratorical speeches that

week April 4-8

Rugged

Cross

-

for the Teen Summit.

Metropolitan

at 7 and 7:30 pm respec

ptist Church extends an
itation to join us in the

tively.
We believe in life train

a warm place to grow, no

ebration, cultivation and

ing with the knowledge of

matter the season. Faith in

His

God. There’s a place here at

God, in life’s every phase,

ird. The doors of God’s

Bethel Metropolitan for

is the foundation for the

use in the city swinging

your child(ren), whether a

strong, supportive relation

welcome hinges are

tot or teen. Our Youth Min

ships at our church. What

;n for both the 8 and 11

istry invites you to learn

ever the season, you’ll find

services on Sunday,

alongside friends and build

a place in our family.

iday school at 9:30 a.m.,
1 Prayer Meeting and

on the firm foundation of a

knowing God. Join them

>le Study on Wednesday

each Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Bethel

nmunication

i.

of

Bethel Metropolitan is

were performed. God is

The Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased with His Blood

Please stop by...
We have clothes,
a washer & dryer,
and furniture

Every
Dinner Sales
Saturday
9 a.m. until

2901 Fifth Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg

Thank You!
•For more info, please contact]
• Sister Robertson at 421-3164
or Elder Roger at
1-423-314-1920

Our.

Happy

belated

Ea

ster!!! Jesus is ALIVE and

distinguished

well!!! Won't you give Him

truly trying to raise our

guests will start arriving

your life today!!! After all,

children up in the LORD!!!

Sunday, April 3. Please

He gave His for YOU!!!!

Thank yob for all obedient

prepare to put your best

servants of GOD on Easter

Jesus foot forward and

Sunday who served at both

show the world as well as

Have a week filled with

Jesus Christ!!!!!

WHEN YOU’RE DOWN TO NOTHING,
GOD IS UP TO SOMETHING!

RELIGIOUS NEWS continues
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Florida General
Baptist Convention,
Inc. To Convene In
St. Petersburg!--------

Crossishness Of The Cross
Post-Easter Focus At
Philadelphia------------------------

Come Rejoice With Richard
Guess And The Voices Of
Unity!------------------------------------

Post-Easter focus at

Service of Holy Com

New Philadelphia will be

munion will be observed

An urgent call is made

When all God’s chil

and Musical Celebration:

place of the cross in a

on Sunday. Pastor will

to members of church fam

dren get together what a

Local and state offi

Christian disciple’s life.

instruct on Biblical-histori

ily to come out on Saturday

time of rejoicing it will be!

cials will greet convention

Sermon series for month of

cal aspect of sacrifice and

Local churches of the St.

delegates and approximate

April will center upon

community

ly 100-150 voices will cel

“taking up one’s cross”

suffering as it relates to the
Holy Supper instituted by

for general clean-up of
church-owned properties.

have come together to host

ebrate Christ in song. This

daily and following Jesus

the Lord and Savior Jesus

All tools and cleaning sup
plies will be at the site.

the 130th Annual Session

takes place April 4 at 7 p.m.

the Christ. Mid-morning

Christ. Members are urged
to be present to celebrate

This activity will com
mence at 11 a.m. April 2.

of the Florida General

at Friendship Missionary

worship will begin prompt

Baptist Convention, Inc.

Baptist Church (3300 - 31st

ly at 11 a.m.

this first Communion of

Eastertide.

Convention President,

Donnie McClurkin Cites Plans
To Retire From Gospel Music
Gospel great Donnie

McClurkin has voiced his

plans to retire after his con

The Voices of Unity Re

brating

their

1st

Anniversary

year

Saturday,

April 16, at 7 p.m. The

Elder Joel Howell and

Praise and Worship Team
of Tampa,

the

Hoston

Family Choir of Clear

water,

and

McCabe
U.M.C.,
Petersburg.

Guess and The Voices

of Unity will be honoring
Pastor Johnnie Lee and
James Williams, Pastors of
All Nations Church of God

by Faith on this evening.
There is a free will

Richard C. Guess
offering and everyone is Guess at (727) 323-2808 or
e-mail Personaltouch727
invited to attend.

For more information,

@msn.com.

please contact Diana M.

at 10:30 p.m. at Friendship

Petersburg, April 4-8.

Missionary Baptist Church
X Annual Retreat Banquet

tion. The program takes

for the convention. Friend

place April 6; 7 p.m., at the

flock

ship will also hold daily

Trade Winds Island Grand

and eventually record with

sessions for the convention

Beach Resort (5500 Gulf

Parent Body, Young Pastors

Boulevard, St. Pete Beach).

and Ministers division.

A ticket donation of $50 is

church

choir.

He

The following sister

required.

• President’s Annual

churches and pastors an

Donnie McClurkin

Address:

church. I'm interested in

phenomenal

in

He still has one more

swered the Macedonia call

people who are on the

gospel music since his self-

and will serve as host for

Dr. George McRae will

street, that are disenchant

titled debut in 1996, which

album to complete for
Verity.

the following departments

present his "State of the

ed with church and devis

was certified gold. His next

recently

of the convention: modera

Convention" message on

of reaching

project in 2000, Donnie

won the 2004 NAACP

tors (First Baptist Institu

April 7 at 7 p.m. Friendship

in

Image Award for Gospel

tional, Dr. Wayne Thomp

Missionary Baptist Church

Yet McClurkin insists,

London , went on to top

Artist of The Year and a

son);

"You're not rid of me yet!"
He went on to explain that
he has a few years to go
before he completely
leaves the music world
behind him and is actually

Billboard's gospel charts
for an astounding 37
weeks, selling 1.3 million
discs. Donnie McClur
kin... Again, released in
2003, topped the gospel

Grammy for Best Contem
porary Gospel for the
recording "... Again. He
has also garnered Stellar
and Dove Awards.
McClurkin
most

Choir (New Hope, Pastor

Convention delegates

Carlos Senior); Women,

will diligently work to fur

Young People (Mt. Zion
Progressive,"Pastor Louis

canvassing streets of the

Murphy); Youth Oratorical

community to bring wit

excited and geared up for

charts for 10 weeks.

recently appeared as a pas

(New Mt. Olive Primitive,

ness to the unsaved with

Elder Joseph Sykes).

the ultimate purpose of sav

ways

McClurkin

success

-

Live

McClurkin

Laymen,

Ushers,

will host this event.

ther God’s kingdom by

McClurkin has a new

tor in Tyler Perry's surprise

Psalms,

hit film, "Diary of a Mad

The general public is

ing souls for Christ. St.

Hymns & Spiritual Songs,

Black Woman," starring

invited to share in this

Petersburg is certain to be

my

slated for an April 5

Kimberly Elise. He has

week of fellowship, in

blessed by such an awe

church and that's where my

release. The companion

also been filming "The

struction, encouragement

some and anointing gather

heart is ... but it's a long

DVD will be released in

Gospel" in Atlanta. In sum

and giving.

ing of Saints!

way off - I've got a few

May 2005. The highly

mer 2005, McClurkin re

highlights include:

more albums in me that I

anticipated live set, record

turns to the silver screen in

know need to come out."

ed in Virginia Beach , Va.,

"Hopeville," a comedy co-

will probably be yet anoth

starring Kirk Franklin.

the April 5 release of new

set,

two-CD

When Life Knocks You
to Your Knees, You’re In
the Perfect Position to
PrayI

Islands will convene in St,

will serve as host church

them."

St.

place April 4-7 , beginning

Freeport, N.Y. , and seeks
to nurture his growing

ing

of

Voices

of Florida and the Virgin

scholarships of the conven

most people think to go in

Petersburg. Special guests:

This event will take

Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.,

and going further than

at 2401 Fifth St. S., St.

gates from around the state

fit education initiatives and

declares, "I want to con
centrate on building people

the Hope Of Glory United
Methodist Church, located

Services:

ship of Host Chairman,

his

Services will be held at

approximately 2500 dele

Banquet proceeds to bene

thousand-member

theme will be, "We Made It
Over."

• Special Late Night

family, under the leader

the pastorZfounder of
Perfected Faith Church in

gional Choir will be cele

S., St. Petersburg).

Dr. George McRae, Sr., and

The Friendship Church

tractual obligations with
Verity ends in 2006. He is

Richard C. Guess and

Petersburg

Psalms,

Hymns & Spiritual Songs.

"I

love

pastoring

McClurkin has enjoyed

two-CD

set,

Convention

• Welcome Program

er bestseller for the singer.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818

(727)

29th Avenue

898-5571 •

Fax:

No.,

(727)

St.

Petersburg

898-5581 *

33713

gwee @ email.com

•10:00am
•11:30am
•7:00pm
•7:00pm

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

Ministry. Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

Real Love, Real People...
Church That JMLak.es A. Difference !

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 894-4311

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School.................... .. ................. 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service ............................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Scheduled Services: Early Morning - 8:00 am
Senior Pastor
Church School - 9:45 am
Mid-Morning 11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study
7:00 pm
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Rev. Jimmie B. Keel, pastor

Sunday School

............................. <. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Meeting & Teachers-Meeting

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church

Tuesday Night

(Adult and Youth)

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Greater 8t. Paul
Missionary Baptist Church

www.mzprogressive.org

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Saint John Primitive Baptist Church

Rev. Clyde Williams

We

welcome you at all times.

"We're Busy as Bees - But Sweet As Honey"
912 Third Avenue North, St. Petersburq, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Church School ....... .......................... ,................................. 9;og A M
New Member Class ............................................................. q.qq
Morning Worship ........... . ...................................................10:30 AM

Prayer / Bible Study..................................Tuesday 7:00 PM
Youth Bible Study ................................................... Thursday 6:00 RM.

|

. ,

|

^,. ..,v.

.

^ . ;

.

g

,

-

|

|

g

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services
Sunday School

WHEN YOU’RE
DOWN TO
NOTHING,

8:00 am • 11:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
Bible Study

“God’s House In The City”

COD IS UP TO
SOMETHING!
Rev. Rickey L. Houston

(Cmtununttg GHptrcfy

^e£n

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

_

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

„

e Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin.................................... ............. Associate Pastor
S^*Ce
...................... .. ‘ ...................... ............ ..
James Robinson
Chddren & Youth Mimstry ............................... .. ........... ...............joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry................................... ................... ....................... Wyvonnia McGee
A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

Pcptccostal Tenjple Church of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor
Morning Glory
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Community Bible Study Tuesday
7:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
Wednesday
7:30 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer
Saturday
5:45 a.m.
thing togetherfor the upbuilding of (Jod’s kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist Church
Elder: Tony Smith

M

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119
Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Moming 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

g\
U7
B

C

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Friendship

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22nd Avenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-0784
Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am

Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

Home of Operation Attack

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

(727) 898-9407

Missionary Baptist

Sunday School........................................... ...9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...................................... ..11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer.................... ...6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.................. 7:30 p.m.

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)906-8300

The church where what God’s word teaches
practiced!

Pastor John A, Evans
Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School .......... ............ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............. 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ................ 5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday.............. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie. Mae Moward
Call: 727.895-5239

Queen Street
A Woman After
Spiritually Connected
Qod’s
Callfor Troyers & Own Jleart...
Testimonies

Rev. Brian K. Brown

"One weef from church makes one weak ”

Cfteat&L Kina

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

' 919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org
Early Morning Worship ............................ 7:30 a.m.
!
Sunday School .............................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..................................... 11:00 a.m.
:
Monday - Bible Study ................................ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
jji]
Vintage Bible Study .................. 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service............................................ 6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid_Week Service....................................... 7:00 p.m.
Pastor
All Male Bible Study, Thursday................. 6:30 p.m.
|1

10th Street Church Of God

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

Church Os God In Christ

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

20th Street
Church Of
Christ
820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Gbusuclt
2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Early Morning Worship............................................. ..7:00a.m.
Sunday School................................... „................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship....................................................... 10:50a.m.
Baptist Training Union...........................
4:30p.m.
Communion.......... ;........................ 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays........................................................ 7:30 p.m.
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class........... .. . 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................ 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ..... ........... 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.................... 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class......... 7:00 p.m.,

Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

'A New Beginning In Christ"

Sunday

All Worship Services are held at:

8am, 10am Morning Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

4201 Sixth Street South • St Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 14547 • St| Petersburg. FL 33733-4542

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Phone: (727) 867-6307

(727)896-5228

Scheduled Services - Sunday

Monday

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:15 a.m.

Sunday Services:

Devotion by Deacons - 8:45 a.m. Praise & Worship - 9:00 a.m.

Worship Service jg 9:15 a.m.
Communion - Every Fust Sunday Bible Study - Tuesday at '6:30 p.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor .

' Rev. Inella Paris
Assistant Pastor.

fa

tde MUd TEocd *} ofatd — oil oiAet yiottMtC

uwd....

First baptist Institutional church
3144 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Church School..................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service.... 10:30am
hiesday Services:
Prayer Service................. 6:30pm
Bible Study ............ .........7pm >

riming worship - If :OO A.M.
COME WORSHIP WITH

THE FIRST BAPTIST FAMILY

Monday. Wednesday. Saturday

6am Prayer

Dominion Worship Ministries
4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Your Church Ad Could Be

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

— 9:30 a.m.

Thursday

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Join us as we lift up the. name ofJesus

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School

Wednesday

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

IE' .

GOD ANSWERS ALL
KNEE MAIL!

Here Working for You!
Email Your Ad to:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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EDUCATION
Sigmas’ Focus On Youth

Williams Sisters Offer Preteens Advice

PINELLAS - Sigma
Gamma Rho Sorority
recently presented, "It’s In
the Bag," an Annual Sym
posium for young people
about the "Risky Business
of Getting Caught Up."
Youth development is one
of the major programs of
the sorority nationally, and
each year youth in the com
munity reap the benefits.
Spearheading the sym
posium was Sigmas’ Rhoer
Advisor, Soror Teresa Wil
liams, as well as her com
mittee of sorors, including
co-advisors Kim Taylor
and Rene Oliver. The goal
of the symposium was to
provide information and
share with youth and their
parents the consequences
of breaking the law, and
also give tips on handling
peer pressure.
A panel of profession
als was featured, speaking
candidly to the audience of
eager youth and concerned
adults. They included:
Major Reginald Oliver and
Officer Joseph Smith (St.
Pete Police Department),
Lt. L. Jones (Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office),
Charles Mack (500 Role
Models program), Lisa
Visco (State Attorney’s
office), Dorethea Jackson
(Pinellas County Schools),
Karen Schroeder (social
worker with Family Re
sources), and Minister
Adrian Williams with Word
of Life Fellowship Church.
The topics for discussion
included bullying, truancy,
drugs, detention, drinking
and safety rules. Soror
Linda Alexis served as
moderator.
After the panel discus
sion, two members of the

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla.
- Embracing their status as
role models, Serena and
Venus Williams have writ
ten a book with advice for
preteens on subjects such
as money and dating.
Regarding the latter,
their
recommendation;
Don't rush a crush.
"We both really have a
lot to say about that,"
Venus Williams said with a
laugh.
Titled "Venus and Se
rena: Serving From the
Hip: 10 Rules for Living,
Loving and Winning," the
book is targeted for 9- to
12-year-olds.
"It's a great book for
teenage girls who deal with
different issues," Serena
Williams said. "Growing
up, I would have loved to
have had such a positive
role model to look up to
and try to be like and try to
emulate. We love having
that opportunity to say,
'Look, you can be like us,
you can be successful and
at the same time have high
morals and high self
esteem and be a very nice

■l»1

and everything will be
cool!"
Hats off to Sigmas for
a job well done!

r

tcs.

The New Jersey-based
Siemens Foundation will
provide $1 million in
scholarships over the next
five years for undergradu
ate and graduate students
who wish to pursue careers
in teaching math, science
and technology. Two or
ganizations that are active
in promoting post-second
ary education for minority
Students - the Thurgood
Marshall Scholarship Fund
and the UNCF - will ad
minister the funds. Each
organization will receive
$500,000 to be awarded to
students accepted to any
one of the nation's 85 his
torically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs) that
are members of the two
organizations.
This program marks
the first time the Thurgood
Marshall Scholarship Fund
and the UNCF will collab
orate in an effort to target
both private and public col
leges. The Thurgood Mar
shall Scholarship Fund has
47 member public HBCUs;
the UNCF provides opera
tional support to the 38 pri
vate institutions. The two

person at the end of the
day.'"
The sisters, who are in
Key Biscayne for the

Nasdaq-100 Open, wrote
the book with Hilary
Beard.
"It's like we're having a

conversation back and
forth," Serena said. "We
wrote it with someone, but
we wrote it."

Review Of Education Law Offers
Positive Signs, Warning Signs—

Rhoer Youth Auxiliary pro
vided entertainment in the
form of music and creative
dance. A large bag with
school items were given to
each attendee.
One youiig man, who
attended with the Boys
Club was asked the ques
tion, "What did you learn
from the symposium?" He
smiled and replied, "Stay in
school, follow the rules,

Million Dollar Scholarship Fund
Established To Encourage Minority
Students To Pursue Careers In
Teaching Math and Science-----------WASHINGTON (PR
Newswire) - The Siemens
Teacher Scholarships, a
collaboration between the
Thurgood Marshall Schol
arship Fund, the • United
Negro
'College
Fund
(UNCF) and the Siemens
Foundation, aimed at en
couraging minority stu
dents to pursue teaching
careers in math and sci
ence, was officially an
nounced Monday at the
Department of Education.
"We all know that good
schools are impossible
without good teachers,"
said Wilbert Bryant, Depu
ty Assistant Secretary for
Higher Education Pro
grams, Department of Edu
cation. "The Siemens
Foundation
scholarship
money will help increase
the number of teachers
going into America's class
rooms. The collaboration
of the Thurgood Marshall
Scholarship Fund and the
United Negro College
Fund will assist 85 Histori
cally Black Colleges and
Universities in their efforts
to encourage minority stu
dents in pursuing a career
in science and mathemat-

Serena and Venus’ new book will offer tips on everything from money to dating
and self-esteem.

organizations will select
scholarship recipients each
year. The Siemens Founda-'
tion will fund the scholar
ships as part of its mission
to support and enhance
math and science education
in America's high schools. '
"Siemens' grant is criti
cally important because it
can help to address one of
the most pressing needs
facing our nation's children
and that is the need for
more teachersin math, sci
ence and engineering," said
Dwayne Ashley, CEO and
President, Thurgood Mar
shall Scholarship Fund.
"All students deserve a
sound, quality education
that will set them on the
road to economic prosperi
ty. This makes this grant
unique for two reasons:
There is a need for more
qualified minority math
and science teachers, and
HBCUs have long been the
training ground for new
leaders in education as well
as mathematicians, scien
tists and engineers."
"The growing shortage
of qualified math and sci
ence teachers in this coun
try Will impact America's

economy for years to come
if it is not addressed," said
Dr.
Michael
Lomax,
UNCF's President and
CEO. "The Siemens Tea
cher Scholarships will al
low more minority students
to pursue careers in math
and science, which will
ultimately increase the na
tion's success in producing
more qualified math and
science teachers. Overall,
support from organizations
like the Siemens Founda
tion has helped UNCF sup
port more minorities in
higher education and we
are excited to be a part of
this scholarship program."
For more information,
please visit www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org, www.
siemens-foundation.org or
www.uncf.org.

to ensure all minorities and these promising and en
WASHINGTON (AP) Jennings said.
The Education Depart poor children can read and couraging trend lines will
- The No Child Left
Behind education law is ment is expected to an do math at grade level by continue," said Ray Simon,
helping more needy stu nounce soon some addi 2014.
assistant secretary for ele
Schools face require mentary and secondary
dents, but its success is in tional flexibility for states,
jeopardy unless states and perhaps in the area of test ments to test many children education.
He reaffirmed the de
schools get more support ing special-education stu yearly in reading and math,
themselves, a review finds. dents. The states and the and to get a highly quali partment's position that it
States are redoubling ef federal government contin fied teacher in every core will listen to the concerns
forts to help low-achieving ue to tussle over matters class. They must report stu of states about the law, but
students, match up school underpinning the report, dent performance by race, not back off the act's princi
courses to state standards such as whether Congress ethnicity and other cate pal elements: annual test
and use test data to figure should amend the law, pro gories so underperforming ing in reading and math,
out the weaknesses of vide more money or call for kids don't get lost in school and detailed reporting of
averages. Poor schools that scores for all major groups
struggling children, ac different enforcement.
The report released get federal aid but don't of students.
cording to the most com
Simon credited Bush
prehensive review yet of Wednesday is based largely make enough progress face
for increasing education
the 2002 law, a cornerstone on surveys of education mounting consequences.
In the report, most spending and said, "The
of President Bush's educa officials from 49 states and
314 school districts, plus states and districts say that perpetual cry of more
tion policy.
But states and school case studies in 36 districts. student achievement on money, once again echoed
districts say they don't have Oklahoma chose not to tests is on the rise, and that in this report, simply does
the money or staffing to take part, and the District achievement gaps between not comport with the facts."
improve the thousands of of Columbia responded too white students and minori
Jennings,
however,
schools that have failed to late to be included, Jen ties are closing.
said that while poor dis
It cautions, however, tricts have reaped most of
meet progress goals and nings said.
Signed by Bush in about concluding that the the increase in federal
face federal penalties.
Many schools leaders 2002, the law is widely federal law has caused stu spending, many other dis
also say the law's testing considered the most signif dents to learn more. New tricts have gotten little help
requirements for disabled icant federal education act high-stakes testing can despite greater responsibil
children and limited-En- since Congress approved cause spikes in scores that ityglish learners are "unfair, its original version in 1965. don't last, the report says.
"I firmly believe that
unrealistic, inappropriate In particular, the law aims
or instructionally meaning
less," according to the
LEGAL NOTICE • LEGAL NOTICE • LEGAL NOTICE
annual review by the inde
Do you need affordable housing? Do you want to live in a new Town
pendent Center on Educa
home? Do you want to live in the best neighborhood in town? Do you
tion Policy.
want new appliances & amenities and 24 hours emergency maintenance?
Overall, in its third
year of implemenjation, the
law is showing preliminary
LAND EX MANAGEMENT will be accepting applica
signs of success but also
tions for its waiting list from April 1, 2005 until further
severe difficulties that must
notice for families qualifying for 1, 2, 3 and 4 BR apart
be fixed, said center presi
ments
dent Jack Jennings.
Rents are based on 30% of monthly income!
"The law runs the risk
(Availability depend on the number of applications received)
of being good at identify
All applicants must qualify based on Low Income Housing Tax
ing problems, but not being
Credit,
HUD regulations & the St. Petersburg Housing Authority’s
good at providing the help
policies
& guidelines. Applications will be accepted Monday thru
to solve those problems,"

JORDAN PARK APARTMENTS

Thursday from 10:00am to 3:00pm.

$$$50 Million to Lend this Month$$$
REFINANCE NOW.
LET US SAY YES!!!
• LOWER YOUR RATE •
• CONSOLIDATE YOUR DEBTS AND
SAVE THOUSANDS •
• ELIMINATE HIGH INTEREST CREDIT CARDS •
• BRUISED CREDIT/BK-OK SELF-EMPLOYED OK •
• FREE MORTGAGE ANALYSIS •
•
CALL FOR YOUR SAVINGS NOW

815-933-0335* ext. 14-OR 813*310-1X10
BRENT GRANGER-ANGEL MORTGAGE

At

Jordan Park Management Office
1245 Jordan Park Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-322-9327
Equal Housing Opportunity
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

THERE IS ONLY ONE
RACE IN THIS WORLD THE HUMAN RACE

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency
Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life*Health»Dental«Vision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also
SB Ph: 727-328-9878

FOR RENT

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

860 20th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg

"Wizen You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

3 Bedrooms /1 Bathroom /
w/Appliances / w/Florida
Porch / huge yard w/fence 1
and spacious living space.

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

(727) 433-1349

H Fax: 727-328-954574^

2 Bedrooms /1 Bathroom
w/Appliances (Upstairs)

Bonded & Insured
Ljc* ER13012312

Section 8 Welcomed
Please contact 813-404-3548

MEET
YOUR
MATCH

The Hospice
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

A Unique Profession!!

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs

(FL License Required)
&HHAJCNAS

PICK OF THE
WEEK!

HAVE A
GREAT DAY!

(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

GOD
BLESS
AMERI
CA!

Teen Volunteer
Specialist
The Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast is seeking a quali
fied professional to develop,
implement and coordinate a
new grant funded program
in St. Petersburg, the
H.Y.P.E. program (Hospice
Youth Providing Encour
agement) requires an indi
vidual with experience in
program coordination, com
munity outreach in diverse
communities and presenta
tions. Experience working
with teens and knowledge of
St. Petersburg community
also required. Bachelor’s
degree required. Master’s
degree preferred. For con
sideration, please call KD
Dahmer at (727) 588-2953
or
email
resume
to
careers@thehospice.org •
EOE/DFWP

DRIVER/PACKER
LOCAL P/U & DEL., PACKING & SHIPPING. CLEAN
DRIVING

VERS

495 847 026

<60 \

5-6
7-3

8-4
5-1

2-1
3-8

Your
ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Investments may be misrepresented
this week. Your moneymaking opportunities will flourish. Don't
overload your plate. Be careful not to divulge secret information

this week.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Don't make large purchases or
investments. Be sure to take advantage of the opportunities that
exist. Do not get involved in joint financial ventures. You can't
make things better if you don't know what to fix.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Your magnetic, outgoing personal
ity will capture hearts. You may need to make a choice. Protect
your interests legally if necessary. You have been going through
a period of change that no doubt caused problems with your
loved ones.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Don't get so wrapped up in being
rich that you overlook the fact that your plan may not be as solid
as you thought. Emotional situations could bring out your stub
born nature. You may find that your mate is well aware of the cir
cumstances. You have been going through a period of change that
no doubt caused problems with your loved ones.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Try to communicate if you wish to help.
You can make money through your creative efforts. Discuss your
problems and complaints if you wish to rectify them. Don t trust
others with private in formation that could be used against you.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Do your own thing. You can cer
tainly gain popularity; however, don't do it by paying for every
one else. Your ability to talk circles around your colleagues will
help you forge ahead in the workforce. Watch your weight gain

due to water retention.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Short trips may be tiring but reward
ing. You can pick up information that will give you an edge.
Organize all the responsibilities that have to be attended to and
make sure everyone knows what to do. You will feel so much bet
ter about yourself if you can control your addictions.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) Be careful not to hurt the ones you
love. Tone down and put some of that hard earned cash into a
safe, long-term investment. You must use discretion when talking
to others. Gambling should not be an option. Try to keep an open

mind.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Be cautious not to get
involved in office chatter that will cause problems for others.
Heart to heart talks will clear up vague issues. You will learn
valuable skills if you sign up for seminars this week. Go out with
close friends who understand your situation and your needs.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22.-Jan. 20) They will jump at the chance
to do something without you if it sounds like more fun. Put your
energy into home renovations. You are likely to reveal informa
tion unintentionally. Finish those changes you've been talking
about making to your residence.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) Do not borrow or lend money or
belongings to friends or relatives if you wish to avoid any has
sles You may have major blowups with someone you love if you
don’t back down. Don't hesitate to go ahead with any plans for
entertainment. Help children with important projects.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Things have been moving so quickly
that you need to do something physical to release your tension.
Do not be surprised if your partner doesn't understand your
needs. Accomplishment is yours if you direct yourself accord
ingly. Debates will stifle passion and result in estrangement.

Family Resources
Counseling:

(727) 384-8336
or (727) 449-8336

If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income,..
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

REMEMBER TO
SPRING FOR
WARD ONE
HOUR THIS SAT
URDAY, APRIL 2.

AD DEADLINE IS
4 P.M. MONDAY

She Weekly tf Ihallenyer
2500 M. L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost:

$15.00 - 6 Months

$30 — Yearly

(or)

Name:

Address:

CityZStateZZip:

Phone #:

Date Paid:

Cash

(or)

Renewal:___

Check #

Amount Paid: $
Comments:

Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

IN

Serving Pinellas County
with Comfort, Compassion
& Community
www.thehospice.org

The Weekly Challenger

CALLTODAY

DRI

eWtt Compassion <8 (.immunity

New Subscription:____

Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?

D

APPLY

EOE/AA WE ARE A DRUG AND SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE

The Runaway Hotline:
800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)

CLASS

WEEK.

PINELLAS PARK, FL 33782

2-1-1 is Pinellas County's only 24-hour pro
gram that provides information & referrals on
local health/human services, volunteer oppor
tunities, donation referrals, and crisis intervention/problem-solving counseling for individuals.
Cell phone users must dial (727) 562-1542.

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

HAVE

PER

9000 68TH STREET NORTH

DIAL 2-1-1

156

HRS.

H. & S. SWANSONS’ TOOL COMPANY

30-45-51

769 058 233

MUST

40+

PERSON:

10-11-19

CA$H 3

RECORD,

LICENSE.

Make Checks Pavable to: The Weeklv Challenger
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1

Porterhouse Steak
Or T-Bone Steak,
Publix Premium Certified Beef,
USDA-Choice, Beef Loin,
Any Size Package

SAVE UP TO 2.00

LB

cF***^‘

Boar's Head®
Londonport
Roast Beef. ............. .... .T,59h>
Top Round, Seasenedj
Sliced Fresh in the Publix Delil

Bay
COO
Scallops...,,.....,. ,.. ,O«Y Ft

Minute Maid
8W
Coolers............GerowrKtC

All-Natural, Previously Frozen,
100 to 150 Scallops per Pound
SAVE UP TO 1,00 LB

All Natural or Hi-C Blast Fruit Drink,

Or'Miracle Whip Salad Dressing,
Assorted Varieties, 32-oz pkg.

Assorted Varieties; iO-pk;

SAVE UP TO ,30 LB
Publix Deli proudly features a
full line of Bear's Head® products.

.
BOY ONErDCC
or Mayonnaise........ get one rntt

6JS-OZ box (Limit two deals
on selected advertised varieties.)

(Limit two deals on selected

SAVE UP TO 2.5?

SAVE UP TO 3.29

advertised varieties.)

PUBLIX

Fi reran Bi

MMW W MMNRt WHRK M

a
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>
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■
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IX

.99

Cantaloupe.....

Sourdough
Round French Bread...

Jumbo, 9-size, each
{Chunks... lb 2.49)

Baked Fresh Throughout the Day,
From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

SAVE UP TO 1.50

SAVE UP TO .20

1.79

PECAN^

'SandiesX--;,?fer?
Heinz
miV ______
Tomato Ketchup..... Jet SI FREE

12-Pack Selected
Pepsi Products.. .......... 2«7.00

12-Pack
Bud Light Beer.

Squeezable, 24-oz bot.
(Limit twodeals on selected
advertised varieties.)

12-oz can (Limit three deals
on selected advertised varieties.)
(6-Pack Selected Pepsi Products,
24-oz bot.... 2.99)

Or Budweiser, Bud Ice
or Bud Ice Light,
■12-oz INN R bot.
or Budweiser Select,
12-oz bot.

SAVE UP TO 1.79

SAVE UP TO .58 ON 2

SAVE UP TO .80

Prices Effective Thursday, March 31 through Wednesday April 6,2005. Only in the Following Counties'
Lee, Collier, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Manatee,
Sumter, Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Quantity Rights Reserved:
www.publix.com-/ads

YEARS

.819

Keebler
Chips Deluxe
BUY ONE!
or bandies Cookies.. GET ONE FREE
Assorted Varieties,
12 to 18-ozbag
(Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)

SAVE UP TO 3.49

Publix

IT'S BEEN OUR PLEASURE.

